XXI. OCTOBER, 1900. No. 


THE PROBLEMS WHICH CONFRONT THE ACADEMY 
THE OPENING TWENTIETH CENTURY. 


GEORGE PETTEE, 


PRINCIPAL UNIVERSITY SCHOOL, CLEVELAND, OHIO. 


schoolboy, the point becoming college man, 

needs have good mind and disposition use it. 
Assuming that physically sound and well developed, the 
prime requisites his equipment are mental power and relish 
for book study: the first does not always seem include the 
second. 

The equipment the preparatory schools, teaching staff, 
course study, buildings and other material outfit, de- 
voted the problem supplying these essential qualifications. 
There may variations the details, but the problem much 
the same all days and for every decade. 

Theoretically, the college asks the secondary schools 
young men capable accurate, persistent reasoning power, and 
possessed disposition devote three four additional years 
study, largely books. Practically, the college asks the 
academies and high schools definite training specified sub- 
jects,—studies which have been proved, which are considered 
the best tools training the mind. More and more the college 
officers admit their councils educators the fitting schools 
who have come know the boy’s mind, and the boy’s way 
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looking school and college problems. Discussions affecting 
the most profitable course study are matter mutual inter- 
est the college and the secondary school, and questions 
are raised the educational weight and value particular 
subject scheme, both are concerned the testing the 
final solution. 

The present decade has seen the beginning thorough ex- 
periments the value studies history and natural and 
physical science. Possibly the most prominent question the 
new decade will know, relatively regards other subjects, 
the real value the study the Greek language. Setting 
aside, this consideration, the significance the study Latin 
our educational system, the question surely raised, Greek 
the best available tool for sharpening the memory, for cultiva- 
ting the logical and the artistic faculties the boy’s mind? 
Nothing yet has been found serve the purpose well. 

Probably the solution the question rests, part, with the 
secondary schools. When the school ready give, sub- 
stitute subject, group equivalent subjects, the same disci- 
pline and the same inspiration mental effort, the colleges may 
accept the finished product and count themselves the gainers. 

The testing the value subjects, se, can best made 
the preparatory schools. Certain subjects their nature 
satisfy the first requisite alluded the beginning this article, 
but fail unless they are the hands exceptional teachers,— 
not always found—to satisfy the second requisite. 

Half the profit taken out young man’s college course 
enters and pursues his course listless perfunctory 
manner; going college because the fashion, and looking 
for his largest gain and best enjoyment the good-fellowship 
and indirect profit the general college life. 

The other half this profit supplied only enters col- 
lege with genuine relish for books and for study, such. 
With full allowance for the rich friendships and the culture 
intercourse, the college man’s first business the definite, well- 
ordered study the world,—its past, its present, its wise men, 
its peoples, its affairs. For him, this, usually proves, 
the period life devoted exclusively education, must 
have not only good head for work, but good heart for work, 
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relish for books. This seldom created college. 
usually cultivated and fostered, first kindled, the secondary 
schools. Sometimes, the same place, stifled and killed, 
crowded out, neglected. 

Many are thinking that history, properly handled, may 
better tool for nine tenths our schoolboys than 
has not yet been proved; this one the problems the 
coming days. Rarely history well taught Greek. 
have known several, perhaps many, superior teachers Greek, 
scholars, inspiring teachers. have seldom known 
superior teachers history,—teachers who have inspired their 
pupils follow out years critical study this and kindred 
subjects. The acceptance the second classical study, for 
generations scholars, has made demand for the high-grade 
teacher Greek. The magnifying the importance the 
study history will presently develop teachers superior 
strength the newer branch. The necessary equipment 
such teacher large, and difficult for superior scholar, 
trained research, become successful teacher boys. The 
history teacher who his achievement will displace Greek, 
must himself classically trained, even the bulk his pupils 
cannot afford be. must practical knowledge ac- 
quainted with political and social does not know his 
world unless knows something natural and physical science. 
must know the difference between lad eight ten and 
boy sixteen, college man twenty. His power and 
his resources ought greater than the equipment the 
Greek teacher often needs be. 

The influx cheap reading matter, books, magazines and 
papers, cannot counted positive good, educationally. The 
habit reflective, discriminating reading endangered. 
Schoolboys under the guidance all their teachers, especially 
their history teachers, need foster the habit critical, appre- 
reading. 

relish for good books better than knowledge Greek, 
Latin, mathematics. The habit worth more than 
the tool. few boys find exhaustive classical training 
their incentive good reading. least one the prob- 
lems the day determine more accurately than present 


| 
1 
4 
| 
| 
: 
| 
| 
ia 
4 
| 
| | 


— 


known, the disciplinary and inspirational value study like 
history. Similar inquiries and developments will take place 
the study science, pure and applied, manual training, com- 
bined with book study. Greek will not and should not leave 
our high-grade curriculum until the worth the substitute 
proved. Then will go. 

That boy may have the fullest chance, that *may de- 
veloped all sides, the age when personal election 
safe, his nature and his possibilities must watched and pro- 
vided for. Because the academy nearer the boy’s home, and 
because many cases may profitably take the place the 
home, provision must made for his personal living, his moral 
strengthening, the establishment his personality. seems 
that the stage development boys’ school even more 
critical than the period covered the college course, and this 
account more generous provision should made the equip- 
ment the school that undertakes the responsibility. ought 
cost more per year really educate schoolboy fifteen 
than meet the full needs college man twenty. The 
college man makes for himself his college home life. The 
schoolboy ought have his life, large measure, made for him. 
libraries, gymnasiums, buildings for religious, social, musical, 
athletic and entertainment purposes are desirable for college men, 
and they surely are necessary, surely they become primary 
importance the boys’ school,—in the academy, distinct from 
the high school. More teachers given number pupils,— 
teachers who can and will enter the largest possible way into 
the all-round life the boy; room enough, buildings enough, 
athletic fields enough, not merely for the school teams their 
competitive sports, but enough for the systematic exercise 
every boy,—all these things mean larger, more generous equip- 
ment. coming decade the schools, even more than the 
colleges, should command, their achievements with the boys 
intrusted them, large endowment gifts. return the 
investment enormous. 

the large fitting schools should provide the same superior- 
ity instruction which expected our best public schools, 
and addition should aim give, far possible and often 
broader, more inspiring way, the home environment, the 
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home protection, the home stimulus, should the material 
foundations our worthiest schools strengthened adequate 
personal memorial gifts. 

this fragmentary enumeration the questions which vitally 
concern the boys’ school, the question the use tobacco, 
one the standing problems, should not considered anti- 
climax. some schools large few schools, 
any, the solution reached. own conviction has grown 
very clear during recent years, and satisfied only the defin- 
ite agreement the part the teachers, parents and the boys 
themselves, that for educational reasons, boy should not 
smoke,—should not smoke all. 

teachers are not held responsible for what the 
family physician should say, may not our concern 
that college men smoke, that older brothers and fathers 
smoke. The etiquette smoking, the question sacrificing 
the smoking habit finishing touch good breeding, does 
not become school problem, but quite time for educators 
schoolboys, and all others equally concerned the develop- 
ment the sound, ambitious mind the sound, vigorous body, 
admit that the use tobacco any form, takes away the 
relish for book study. Such statement the fact admits the 
question this outline school problems. 

The cigarette not much worse than the pipe 
indulgence any form kills the student’s relish for things edu- 
cational. With the co-operation parents and the concurrence 
boys, boys, the indulgence itself should cease. 

have recently made statistical inquiry covering large’ 
number boys and period seme fifteen twenty 
briefly able summarize the inquiry, the results are 
follows 

group five hundred smokers, taken random, 
alphabetically, the scholarship rank has, year year, de- 
creased fourteen per cent. 

II. similar group five hundred non-smokers, the 
average advance scholarship rank has been nearly ten per 
cent. There reason why steadily ambitious boy, devel- 
oping naturally, should show any considerable advance per- 
centage ranking. 
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III. four hundred boys who scholarship have taken 
so-called honor rank, prize winners included, but constituting 
only small part the honor roll, less than one hundred have 
used tobacco. 

IV. several hundred boys, period years, dismissed 
from school for waywardness incompetency, nearly seventy 
per cent were smokers. 

Concisely stated, non-smokers well, least what 
one may expect them: smokers make failures, bring disap- 
pointment themselves and their friends. The exceptions 
not disprove the rule. 

Other reasonable deductions similar nature may made 
from the figures hand, and the conclusions have for myself 
sufficient weight warrant their introduction into discussion 
which makes for sound, sensible progress. 

Crowning the acquirement well-trained, well-balanced, ac- 
curate mind, the ambition which makes the most school oppor- 
tunity, zest for study, the enduring relish for things found books. 
Herein comes completeness the student’s character-building. 


THE ACADEMY INSPIRATION. 
PROFESSOR LANE, 


COBURN CLASSICAL INSTITUTE, WATERVILLE, ME. 


The educational problem always least threefold. 
necessity takes into account morals, health and scholarship. 
The early home life doubtless the chief factor determining 
the first two these, and often the third well; but both 
the character and the power its influence the acad- 
emy approaches the home much more nearly than any other 
school. Many its pupils are away from their homes for the 
first time, and this fact gives the academy peculiar oppor- 
tunity and responsibility. For the time being takes the place 
the home life. With its varied influences from teacher and 
student may even more potent factor controlling char- 
acter and purpose than the home has been. many cases 
will the first strong force for good that has come into the life, 
and the possibilities for helpfulness are fully employed, the 
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mated. How many man prominent position received the 
first impulse toward college and profession from some helpful 


word suggestion and encouragement spoken faithful 


teacher. right and fit for college and shall hear from 
you,” are words easily spoken; forgotten speaker, remem- 
bered hearer, they may far-reaching helpfulness. 

seventeen the age enter college, then thirteen 
the age enter the academy, and the four years between these 
two dates are certainly most critical period. The academy 
should not only tide the boy girl safely over this time hope 
and peril; should much more than this. should give 
such positive help the life, such shaping, and, above all, 
inspiration, that the impulse thus given should never 
amid all the weariness subsequent experiences. 

well-recognized fact that the morale army 
most decisive element either for victory defeat; like 
manner the moral character and purpose with which one en- 
ters upon any course must largely determine his success 
failure. give unfailing inspiration the greatest service 
which any school can render, and teacher has better oppor- 
tunities exercise this highest function his profession than 
the teacher academy. 

The first problem, then, for such teacher what 
methods shall lead his pupils adopt such purposes and 
motives shall lead intelligent and wise self-control and 
direction. External restraint may produce temporary results 
from which there may subsequent reaction; from within, 
from personal volition and decision, must come the true forces 
that must control character and destiny. The academy comes 
into such intimate relations its students that has peculiar 
opportunities touch and shape their moral and intellectual 
character and conduct. Only parent has greater responsibil- 
ity this respect, and this special period, for those who are 
away from home influences, the school ought the most 
potent factor determining the principles which shall underlie 
the life. fails this point fails its most important 
office. 

This not question mere morality, still less freedom 
from external pertains the whole tone and 
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vigor the inner hope, courage, patience, persistence, 
the believing heart whose loss the greatest possible. 

This problem every teacher must solve for himself and his 
own way. The personality the teacher, his individual force 
and life, the spirit ruling the very center his being, are 
the first importance, for these are the real measure his 
power. self-forgetful, self-sacrificing, master himself 
under all circumstances, the very embodiment earnestness, 
truth, faithfulness? Then may hope inspire others with 
some share his own spirit; may give.a touch, turn, 
impulse many lives which they will never lose. 

Many the problems the academy will solve themselves 
when once the spirit faithful, honest work has become domi- 
nant the school. The academy must make for righteousness 
not show authority, direct command, but indirectly 
preoccupying the ground with good, encouraging, guiding 
and stimulating rightful activity study and recreation. 
wise direction the evils which would need cured 
severity may often prevented kindness. 

The academy must give broader outlook upon life; must 
cherish ambitions service; must deprecate all short 
cuts and expectations gain fraud the expense 
others must teach with utmost clearness and emphasis that 
only honest, persistent labor can success either gained 
held when gained. The whole man, body, mind and soul, 
must trained working engine, tireless, active the 
utmost extent consistent with its own health and vigor. 

These results are secured first and chiefly the power 
personal example the teachers themselves and the more 
advanced pupils who have already caught the spirit the 
school. The unconscious influence life sound and strong, 
given high endeavor, may even more helpful than the 
direct efforts reproof appeal. 

The teacher’s own interest the subjects taught must gen- 
uine and unflagging. every department there abundant 
room for constant study matter and method, and such study 
like fresh water living spring giving health and vigor. 
the natural and physical sciences growth rapid that 
constant watchfulness necessary keep touch with this 
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advance, while language and mathematics care must exer- 
cised keeping out the ruts routine and method. 
thorough classical scholar the late Dr. Hanson, 
widely known and honored, after teaching for many years, 
the very end his work made careful preparation meet each 


class, surely the younger teacher need not fear that will ever 


exhaust the material within his field. Mathematics 
eminently living, growing its applications are multi- 
plying, and even academical work there abundant oppor- 
tunity for variety treatment. 

With new conditions the work the academy constantly 
widening. new college courses arise, new courses for prep- 
aration must follow. The academy must teach history, physics, 
chemistry, biology, botany fully value founda- 
tion for further study well benefit those whose 
school life goes further. There must soft snap 
kindergarten scientific course, but thorough and hard work 
must done the sciences the classics. The academy 
must its work patiently and slowly. The ocean liner steals 
from its wharf and glides its way with scarcely perceptible 
movement, but soon gathers momentum and speeds its 
race from continent continent. Patience preparation leads 
the end swiftness execution and fullness reward. 


DR. JAMES 


TOME INSTITUTE, PORT DEPOSIT, MD. 


the pressure work incident the beginning the new 
academic year, can reply only briefly the request the 
Editor contribute the discussion set for the 
October issue the magazine. 

First. Vital asis the matter endowment the organization 
and maintenance our best secondary schools, properly quali- 
fied masters almost their first need. degree which the 
public scarcely realizes, teaching has come very deep 
sense special calling—in the best sense profession. Our 
public schools are very loath now admit their classrooms 
man woman who has kind professional training. 
need not debate the value normal The essen- 
tial fact that per cent per cent all the school children 
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the United States are now under teachers who have given 
some attention the science and art teaching. With normal 
schools, departments Pedagogy our colleges and the highly 
specialized professional schools like Teachers College, ought 
become more and more difficult for men and women pass 
directly from the mere acquisition knowledge the work 
teaching. present glance there appear fewer profes- 
sionally trained teachers the secondary schools than the 
other departments educational work. This readily ex- 
plained the fact that secondary schools insist upon the Bach- 
elor’s degree one the requirements for admission their 
but the very fact that secondary schools have with 
the adolescent period growth should compel trustees and 
executive officers secure higher degree professional train- 
ing than obtains other departments educational work. 
Parents seem more willing than ever before pay highly for 
secondary education, whether carried the day the 
boarding school. Teachers can, therefore, well afford spend 
the additional time necessary secure two three years pro- 
fessional study. have happily ceased place any especial 
value upon the Doctorate degree. Therefore post-graduate 
study alone, which often the perfection scholarly 
attainments, will not suffice. Professional training after the 
generous culture our modern colleges and universities must 
insisted upon. true few men and women seem 
born teachers, and may safely trusted take their life 
work the close their college studies. For these legisla- 
tion suggested desired. rank and file have doubtless 
drawn too much encouragement from the wonderful work 
such great teachers Mark Hopkins, Samuel Taylor, 
Francis March, and Francis Wayland. The prizes and 
rewards every sort the divine work which are called 
are certain intensify the competition which already exists and 
precisely Law, Medicine and Theology, these prizes and 
rewards, the large measure usefulness possible 
teachers, will the chosen few who recognize that teaching 
boys and girls between the ages twelve and eighteen not 
far from being the most delicate, difficult and noble work man 
woman attempt. What urged the case members 
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the teaching staff must also urged the case the direc- 
tors and executive heads these institutions. inconceiv- 
able that the care and direction work vital scholarship 
and citizenship may safely entrusted laymen. Whatever 
abatement there may the requirements heads second- 
ary schools, clearly the man who inspire and direct the 
intellectual life pupils throughout the segment education 
admitted far the most important all, must have spent 
reasonable period his life fitting himself for the discharge 
these high duties. Apprenticeship, application, specializa- 
tion, well aptitude, must counted among the necessary 
qualifications. 

Second. After the reports the various Committees 
Seven, Ten, Twelve and Fifteen the last word has not yet been 
said, and will not said for many days come, with regard 
the admission within the family secondary studies certain 
new ones now insistently claiming place. The solution the 
difficulties presented will probably found the successful 
correlation secondary studies one with another,—a solution 
that can worked out judgment only high degree 
professional training the part secondary teachers. 
History, Biological and Physical Science, English, French, 
German, Manual Training, Domestic Economy, and least 
measure culture Music and Art, must taught Ameri- 
can youth before they shall have passed the age eighteen. 
The fogies who pooh-pooh modern learning only advertise 
themselves blind and deaf the appeals not only modern 
life, whatever that may mean, but modern business and modern 
culture. Happily, the schools and colleges are now coming 
into such amicable relations that much already projected 
toward the solution the problem. When the American 
school has tested, large number the German schools 
have tested, the early study French and introduction 
the study Latin, may confidently look for the saving 
least year the time now allotted Latin. One cannot read 
the testimony Dr. Reinhart, Frankfort, the skillful 
directors German gymnasia, who, under the Altonaer Method, 
have put the test French introduction Latin, and not 
feel convinced that French useful and easy bridge passing 
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from English the classical tongues. believe that prince 
among American schoolmasters, Collar, has for years— 
possibly before the Frankfort experiment—used French the 
way proposed. 

Third. Every lover boys encourages our outdoor sports. 
Baseball and football have won over even the opponents ten 
fifteen years ago. Their training manliness, temperance, 
self-control, fair play cannot too highly commended. Every 
first-rate school should have its school team. is, however, 
much regretted that two additional forms physical 
culture are much neglected. Gymnastics may fairly 
called science. The Swedes and Drs. Sargent and Anderson 
have demonstrated that the symmetrical development the 
body quite impossible without systematic gymnastic culture. 
The gymnast should one the most highly paid and most 
thoroughly equipped members the staff. should have 
under his care every pupil not physically incapacitated, least 
three periods week, and should have his command 
properly equipped gymnasium. But perhaps even greater 
emphasis can placed upon another form body culture, since 
involves also most valuable kind mind and heart culture. 
refer the much-neglected excursions the fields, hills, woods 
and water. The modern boy who begins playing football 
thirteen, and plays consecutively through school and college, 
and must once plunge into the business life, finds himself 
twenty-five with scarcely emotion toward Nature. 
impossible organize our schools the excursions which 
abounded the most successful days Rugby and the Ameri- 
can Gunnery, reproduce such experiences are drawn 
the pages Arthur Bonnicastle? Properly taught, boy 
thirteen naturally fond flowers, animals, trees and the 
various forms water life. every corps instructors in- 
cluded least one man who was lover Nature, and 
were given much time with the boys allotted baseball 
and football, could trust him devoted following. 
plea for more not only Nature play but natural play. 
believe refining, stimulating and highly educative. 

Fourth. Those who know modern American college life 
believe cleaner, purer and more wholesome morally and 
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religiously than any time its past history. believe 
great deal the result due the conduct the modern 
college pulpit. benediction week week for young 
men and young women permitted hear the men who 
preach the modern college pulpit. This quite should 
be. But the secondary school has with character its 
most impressionable stage. Schoolmasters who have followed 
their boys through college have observed with deep concern the 
fact that the moral and religious natures change but little after 
leaving school. Certainly the main direction the moral char- 
acter determined the influences the school. lim- 
ited number schools appreciate this fact, and are adopting 
the most promising means within their control for the inculca- 
tion abiding principles conduct and character. Every 
secondary school should have, part its course in- 
struction, the intelligent study English Bible. Sad and 
humiliating the confession, schoolmasters know, parents 
not, that modern teaching avails but little 
the essentials Christianity. master mind should brought 
bear upon the youthful mind with materials Scripture 
hand during the precious years between twelve and eighteen. 
The value Scripture the formation character is, after all 
the Christian centuries, only imperfectly understood. Earnest, 
intelligent, systematic, continuous study the Bible for the 
four six years the preparatory period, coupled with the 
preaching godly men who know human life, human weak- 
ness and human needs, will send into college increasingly large 
companies American youth absorb the learning special- 
ists for the ennobling citizenship. 


PRINCIPAL ALEXIS HART, 
FRANKLIN ACADEMY, FRANKLIN, NEB. 


Our secondary schools educate our social and business leaders. 


The college university gives expansion and finish, the secondary 
school gives character and direction.— Report 


The problems facing the secondary school are most far- 
reaching and fundamental. First, because upon their correct 
solution depends much the success the college; and, sec- 
ondly, because the secondary school the finishing school for 
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the large majority its students. Hence all that may said 
the colleges character building and the training citi- 
zens for the State may with double force said the academy. 
Particularly may this said the academies the West, 
the average age which students come them from the farms 
and ranches and country villages much higher fhan that 
those entering Eastern schools. 

Probably the most pressing problem connected with the sec- 
ondary schools that bringing its privileges within the reach 
the many young people who are hungering for them. Many 
these, perhaps, not yet desire college training. They 
have adequate conception what college might for 
them, and not feel the need; but they desire the train- 
ing the high school the academy, which, gained, would 
lead them the higher heights college and university culture. 

The State has provided for complete education. The pri- 
mary schools and the State university are free; but the high 
schools the cities and towns are still, most States, 
schools all outsiders. The effort bring secondary educa- 
tion within the reach all has not, yet, been successful. 
Practically nowhere, except thickly settled portions like 
Massachusetts, which has good secondary school for every 
forty-five fifty square miles its area, there adequate pro- 
vision for secondary instruction for all. Nebraska has reaches 
school that can fit students for its State university. this 
not because any lack public educational for many 
villages tax themselves the utmost legal limit and beyond 
support nine ten grade school. 

The thoughtful educators the State have been wrestling 
with this problem for years. successive legislatures have 
passed laws which seemed reach the difficulty successful 
way possible, only have their best-devised schemes 
thrown out the Supreme Court unconstitutional. seems 
very difficult indeed avoid the rock unequal taxation 
which the last law was wrecked. 

But even when, will true few years, law which 
will stand passed, giving every one free tuition some 
secondary school, thoughtful parents will still hesitate send 
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their children away from home the formative years, when 
they should getting secondary training, and the problem will 
still unsolved Where shall the child sent during 
those most vital years when habits are being formed and charac- 
ter developed which may make mar him for all time and 
eternity? Most parents solve the problem negatively keep- 
ing him home until able and willing for himself. 

The endowed academy high school which provides 
Christian home, and the spiritual, not sectarian training neces- 
sary the complete development noble character, will 
necessity for long time yet; even until the State shall recog- 
nize the inalienable right the child have given him religious 
culture based the teaching Jesus the Christ, instead the 
moral platitudes now dealt out schools where the Bible 
excluded. 

Again, the West face the question how counteract 
the influence the fraudulent concerns that call themselves 
colleges, and give college degrees students who have little 
any more than the most meager and superficial secondary 
training. Their influence demoralizing great numbers who 
have right conception what college is, and who, anxious 
get through” the shortest possible time, are tempted 
the glittering promise college education gained rapidly and 
cheaply called modern methods.” 

Many man coming from these schools never knows how 
terribly has been deceived till measures himself with 
real college men, and realizes what sham has been his edu- 
cation. Legislation ought had all the States forbid- 
ing the conferring degrees other than standard grade 
institutions. 

If, President Thwing says the June number Epuca- 
TION, Every endeavor should made give college 
training every lad who wishes it,” how much more should 
every possible effort put forth give the lads who wish 
secondary education. Then, they desire and are able, 
they may college and there complete their scholastic train- 
ing; or, otherwise, they may have least firm foundation 
character and scholarship which build their after lives. 
And since the great majority the students who come 
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are from families limited means, becomes large problem 


how give them the opportunity aid themselves. Not direct 


charity but opportunity the need. 

Endowments annual gifts that will lessen the necessary 
tuition fees and bring them within the reach the self-supporting 
student are necessity the life our Western academies. 
But would demoralizing make tuition entirely free. 
Better that the boy should strain every nerve the accomplish- 
ment his purpose than that should won too easily. 
What got without effort sense prize, and rated 
accordingly. The free high school suffers much from this 
cause. 


Many boys and girls need opportunities aid themselves 
remunerative labor, and when academies are located the 
smaller towns and villages, they always should be, such aid 
sometimes hard get. This problem pressing upon 
now more imperatively than ever before; the desire for 
thorough education more widespread, the need more marked 
dozen boys and girls are asking for chance work out 
education where there was one few years ago. The colleges 
and academies are thronged with applicants, and every opening 
eagerly taken. 

The problems the curriculum are much the same else- 
where, except that all experience shows that students greater 
age and maturity such come us, and must complete 
their preparation shorter time than that used the typical 
preparatory school. Again, while our studies the problem 
what studies give most insight, grasp, power concentration and 
ability work under rule and pressure,” show that nothing 
better than classical preparation, have also concluded that 
the critical study English should have larger place pre- 
paratory work, not formal rhetoric, but the living tongue 
illustrated classic English literature. The great difficulty 
here that few teachers, even college men and women, are 
prepared teach English well. 

Finally, the great problem facing all institutions learning, 
but the academy most all, because its peculiar privilege 
having the boy during the years when manliness being 
developed, how bring out the crude and awkward 
material presented man; noble, generous, just, true, the 
model citizen, the consecrated leader, the Christian gentleman. 
And the difficulty here also find teachers enough who are 
prepared education, culture, consecrated talent and 
energy, and Christian character, lead the boy out his 
crude immaturity into truly noble manhood. 


4 

7 


1900. ADDRESS HIGH SCHOOL ASSISTANTS. 


ADDRESS HIGH SCHOOL ASSISTANTS. 


SAMUEL THURBER, MASTER IN GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL, BOSTON. 


WAS considering, the other day, how could any one 


out Colonel Parker’s philosophy education and occurred 
that there was way whatever find out, unless the 
colonel keeps diary, very full, honest and self-revealing, 
which shall some day published the world. Some you 
have read the educational diary Robert Hebert Quick, which 
Mr. Storr last year edited for the teaching world, and you know 
how stimulating and enlightening, body pedagogic 
doctrine, that book is. Perhaps you have exercised your wits 
the work Rosencrantz, which Anna Brackett translated, 
the more recent books which such men Rein and 
Garmo have interpreted the educational doctrines Herbart. 
you are position compare the teacher’s diary with the 
metaphysician’s treatises, you not need told which 
the more interesting, the more abounding instruction, the 
more direct its appeal you actual teachers, having 
actual and daily problems solve. What would not give 
for diary Miss Temple Miss Badger Miss Crocker, 
for the diary any man woman who has put heart and soul 
into the work teaching, who has been loved and trusted 
generation youth? 

You know every man who figures educational leader 
notably, Mr. Harris Hegelian; Mr. Garmo Her- 
bartian; and doubtless some analogous name would represent 
the theoretic standpoint the late Doctor Dunton. gentle- 
man told the other day that educator must have his phi- 
losophy, shall never know where find him. But what 
Colonel Parker? venture suggest that not any- 
thing, not even Parkerian. simply Colonel Parker; 
and one can follow his methods, because, Buffon said 
have affirmed literary style, the method the man. His 
diary would show him acting hundred situations, and 
announcing his convictions pithy apophthegms. Reading 
his diary, should gradually form picture the man, and 
should imbibe his spirit, thereby gaining strength and 
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but could not many points adopt his methods, for the 
reason that ourselves, too, are somebody, and everybody 
has his own equation, and would blunder the attempt imi- 
tate. The one Parker formula can venture set down would 
be,—Be yourself; and Colonel Parker’s vast and well-deserved 
popularity accounted for the Emersonian sentence, Every 
heart vibrates that iron yourself, Colonel Parker 
insists, and not for moment try anybody else. 
Colonel Parker the palmary instance our generation 
the all-conquering power personality. teaching and 
preaching nothing interests but the interesting person. 
authority, knowledge, all yield the mystery what call 
the magnetic force heartiness, sympathy, devotion. are 
always making the mistake thinking that administering, 
organizing, supervising the great issue educational ambi- 
tion. Only she who comes into contact with the pupils 
can possibly teach. Personality must meet personality. 
cannot see how normal school can train teachers, unless 
has its corps instructors strong and impressive persons 
who inevitably radiate influence their lives. confess 
seems very absurd talk about the teaching 
something that one may master, and, having mastered, may 
teach others. The teacher teaching can teach only tak- 
ing classes hand, and letting his would-be learners the art 
look on. cannot formulate rules procedure. There are 
positive rules procedure,—only negative ones, warnings 
this that. The normal school should not attempt 
teach art teaching, but should direct all its efforts towards 
improving the personality its students through intellectual, 
moral and esthetic culture. Colonel Parker inoculates his stu- 
dents with certain something which once gives them dis- 
tinction among teachers. This quality mind, this view 
life, this insight into children’s natures, proves, when you come 
name it, quite elusive; you find your usual categories 
description fail you; you come back the only adequate 
phrase, that Colonel Parker. Thus every genuine personality 
new and unnamed force: the man’s the woman’s name 
its name; has other. 
Now, just because the teaching children and youth 
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purely personal function, depending contact, collision, 
commingling personalities, that always turns out impos- 
sible reduce the shape science, and equally im- 
possible bring under rules practice art. who 
draws paper read teachers may adopt certain 
phraseology nomenclature, and appear march under 
the flag some psychology. For myself, should feel very 
queer trying use the language Professor James Mr. 
Garmo Miss Brackett. must use own English. The 
law because rests upon great body formulated 
doctrine. There vast mass objective, historical matter 
requiring the most assiduous study and thought. You cannot 
talk about the Law without using legal nomen- 
clature characteristic and peculiar, that when you come 
upon traces Shakespeare you feel once. educa- 
tion there absolutely historic body doctrine. edu- 
cational Blackstone would find laws which write 
commentaries. Compare the long and intense activity the 
law school confronting the enormous task exploration that 
lies visibly before it, with the lectures Professor Hanus and 
Mr. Huling. How easy talk about education! Here 
practice first; and then, proportion our gift volubility, 
talk and talk. not know that can help it; but 
surely can abstain from talking about science education. 
You know the every judicial decision contribution 
the accumulating stock jural principles; but who ever 
heard educational decision? From the nature the case, 
make many books may, cannot possibly more 
than relate experiences announce opinions. There 
authority anywhere. Nothing say goes record deter- 
mine future procedures. Far more hopeless than old novels are 
last year’s books pedagogy. 

The truth is, every new teacher comes the stage begin 
the work all afresh. She may have observed here and there 
schools, and may try live this that exhortation she 
has listened to. But this cannot last long; her personality 
asserts itself more and more, and her teaching improves pro- 
portion her personality good and strong, and succeeds 
freeing itself from the encumbering self-consciousness that has 
been waked injudicious professional indoctrinating. 
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have recognized body pedagogic doctrine, 
code, pandects, common statute law, possibility 
settling points controversy appeal history and prece- 
dent, and feel arguing about policies school admin- 
istration that the bare affirmations can make our personal 
convictions carry far too little weight, are driven the 
device councils, like the medieval church its difficulties, 
and the shift quoting philosophers who are not teachers 
all, quoting men high position who figure leaders, 
and who, therefore, seem speak with something like authority. 
But never fairly land anywhere. The audiences come and 


the arguing, and carry away the opinions they brought. 


There would seem nothing objective, outside ourselves,— 
turning over authorities and exploring decisions. appoint 
committees, and these get together and talk and report, and still 
are just where were. The preparatory schools beg the 
colleges for easements and relaxations. Some little adjustments 
are made this and that arrangement requirements, and this 
never stops. All this natural and seems strange 
one except him who trying carry that burdensome 
assumption that education science. 

Equally unreasonable talk about teaching art 
having ascertained and established rules. educational art 
would organized system rules procedure, setting 
forth methods for all teachers follow and devices serviceable 
the effort put the methods into practice. But you see 
once that there objective art education. cannot 
find any manual treatise. You never think consult- 
ing book your perplexities. provision can possibly 
made for the individual’s difficulties. must make 
methods with your own wits. Your methods are personal 
yourself. The art education exists nowhere but the per- 
sonalities the teachers. teacher the artist and the art. 

You may have friend whose personality consentaneous 
and congenial with your own, from whom you derive encour- 
agement. The play personalities expresses your entire re- 
lation with the world your fellow-workers. You never look 
authority; you consult friend; you confer with your 
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mates. Hence teachers necessarily and naturally hold conven- 
tions. They are pre-eminently the convention-holding race. 
Only the complacent, non-progressive teacher shuns contact 
with contemporaries, can afford the absence professional 
intimacies. There education for you study the 
privacy you give your evenings solemn 
reading pedagogy you find last residuum your mind 
but big extraneous acquisition English which you 
soon forget because you have recurring occasions use it, 
unless, indeed, you are educational lecturer, which case 
this monstrous English will constitute the very staple your 
stock trade. 

You see, this paper, which was pretty sure, crept along 
through thus much it, was not going amount anything, 
going, apparently, turn out sermon personality the 
teacher. And so, abominate pedagogy, but love books, 
may, perhaps, profess feel call recommend you 
author two read; not that want parade confirmation 
any such things views,—my views are trash; things 
naught,—but because somehow find myself just now upon 
theme that some degree popular, and which explains 
present tendencies educational theory and practice. 

First, then, say, for your purely professional delectation and 
edification, read Wordsworth, the poet. Then add, still 
more precisely pertinent theme, and more largely inspir- 
ing and illumining one who really desires penetrate the 
significance the human personality,—read Browning. But 
the great doctor, the very evangelist personality, is, course, 
our American Emerson. You see how queer and wayward and 
heretical am; what outcast from the fold regular, 
commonplace educational discussion. Mr. Harris advises the 
reading these and other poets and novelists for mental 
refreshment and recreation. will further, and say, read 
them for insight into humanity. Until the psycho-physicists 
some still newer school psychology reveal psychic data 
yet unimagined, our sole the poets. want 
contemporaries become imbued with what may call re- 
alizing sense the spiritual conditions which all attempts 
human beings teach each other must goon. Simple prose 
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affirmations the universally accepted doctrine personality 
have for most minds special moving and penetrating power. 
spiritual truth becomes really known until find 
taking form fundamental motive the works the poets. 
poetry our unconscious sympathies are waked conscious 
life. spiritual truth great poet, not scientifically 
defined and formulated, but fused that passes into our 
natures and assimilates itself all our mental and emotional 
processes. The simple prose affirmation the nature 
formula, which learn heart and can any time repeat 
examined on; the poetic presentation pervades our being, 
colors all our thinking and feeling, endows with permanent 
possession. 

The teacher who has cultivated poetic imagination will not 
fail perceive the supreme the fact that only the 
isolated personality the pupil the teachable Each 
boy girl must learn with his own single mind, and must will 
with his own single will. There gregarious teaching. 
physical fact, course, the class multitudinous. But 
you will note that while the individuals the class play 
concert move unison, each stands absolutely alone, and 
taught only youteach The solitariness the individual 
inviolable. Everything depends the degree which we, 
teachers, realize and feel this paramount truth. Some or- 
ganizers secondary education have felt strongly that 
they have tried break the classes, and come down the 
ultimate units, the boys and girls. not see what else 
awaits areforming age. interesting observe how bitterly 
the breaking the class opposed those whose minds 
organization and administration are the dominant educational 
ideas. But however the school arranged the fortune the 
individual remains the great thing consider. Amid the large 
classes and the rigid courses the individual has find his way 
well can, absorbing such elements his nature craves. 

recognize the fact that dangerous make generaliza- 
tions. Rarely man found standing the extreme verge 
any tendency cause. must say that seems reason- 
able distinguish educational theorizers broadly into two 
camps,—those whose chief thought study the individual, 
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and, making him the primary consideration, adapt circum- 
stances his needs; and those who contemplate chiefly the 
school, the system, great institution with traditions order 
and regularity. 

Again beg you not find guilty the unreasonable- 
ness making sharp demarcation. means can 
place any one educational leader squarely one the other 
camp, and plan out for him beforehand the course will 
follow any given case. The motives that govern human 
nature are too complex allow any such procedure. What 
venture say simply that the general tendency the 
thought, the upshot the counsels, this that man who 
conspicuously advocates resists popular movements, may 
properly referred mental qualities correctly described 
primarily contemplating, the one hand the individual, and 
the other the institution. think will help under- 
stand the drift things these days, habitually refer 
public utterances controverted educational topics these 
two tendencies. must not esteem too highly 
the devotee the organization will say that ever think- 
ing the individual, only that individuals are numerous that 
must begin organizing them into institution. This 
educationist must carefully watch: his organization flexi- 
very rigid? absolutely rigid? So, again, the devotee 
the theory that the individual paramount must also watched. 
Does much more than say that aims the individ- 
ual? Does really give the individual chance? Does 
undertake know the individual, with his peculiarities and 
unassimilable mental traits? Has learned that the easiest 
way simply receive and dismiss the class, having merely 
recorded against the names individuals the marks 
which their recitation entitles them? The gregarious plan 
furnishes the line least resistance. Does our theoretic indi- 
vidualist follow the line least resistance, and apologetically 
excuse himself because you know the class large? 

When spoke the fact that the conception human per- 
sonality coming dominate more and more the convictions 
men, and when said that this spiritual movement so- 
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ciety expressing itself our educational system, you under- 
stood me, course, refer such obvious phenomena the 
recent rapid multiplication the kinds schools, the addi- 
tions courses study, the provisions everywhere making 
for the instruction adults and for enabling young people 
who have earn their living continue still their studies. 
These are signs the times. refer them the growing 
recognition the thoughtful class the presence persons 
whose aims and ambitions have hitherto been merged 
theoretic mass that might dealt with summarily, 


What may call the social imagination developing itself 
the minds great numbers open-minded men. The 
literature the time constantly and powerfully promoting 
the growth this social imagination. doubt not each one 
you has felt this spiritual leaven, and has some idea the 
extent which has worked among her acquaintances. 
new motive has taken root fertile soil. 

One very conspicuous instance the way which this 
modern spirit expressing itself the institutions which 
know well the development secondary schools the 
principle election, applied behalf individuals, the 
choice studies. You recognize once that this recent ap- 
pearance high school programmes the word 
appended half more all the studies the list only 
little further extension the principle which was already 
familiar your minds. Nothing can now surprise you that 
issues visibly from the new spirit that prompts the caring for 
the individual. You correlate election studies with many 
other things you have seen. Certain minds are ordered 
nature that they inevitably push general tendency its logi- 
cal conclusion and are restless under half measures. there 
already abundant election between courses, and partial elec- 
tion between single studies, why not—such minds cannot help 
asking—go once the not far distant outcome, and let 
full election between studies, always under the law pro- 
gression, fairly and squarely prevail? not believe that 
many you, whatever your standpoint this matter, regard 
fullelection monstrous. for part, could not any- 
thing else than advocate election, without being through 
and through very different person from what am; and this 
conviction, thus taking form this now very live issue, con- 
sistently governs actions many matters where election 
not concerned. mean say for myself, and for others 
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whose minds know, that the advocacy election not 
whimsey the serious flowering thought and experi- 
ence. 

How strange seems that these great movements educa- 
tion spring without impulse communicated any force 
that can perceive, simply because the time ripe,—that is, 
minds are ready for them; and how they myste- 
rious momentum their own, unhindered opposition! What 
the public desires will sooner later get; what the mere 
innovator desires cannot bring about reading papers; 
what the conservative tries oppose cannot hinder the 
time calls for change. The ultimate forces that originate and 
sustain movements reside popular opinion. who sees 
that things are moving may well afford attend his own 
little duty the sphere that assigned him, and possess 
his soul patience. Nothing ever settled. would 
have things different, let watch and see the signs are not 
propitious. 

This paper that reading you, you remember, began 
suggesting the personality the teacher the only possi- 
ble teaching force, and continued referring the personal- 
ity the pupil the only possible entity that can meet and 
match the personality the teacher, and receive instruction. 
This may have seemed some hard saying; and when 
said still further that there such thing gregarious teach- 
ing, you may have rebelled against that downright plain 
and gross denial the facts every-day schoolroom expe- 
rience. You may have said among yourselves, Now, Mr. 
Thurber says that the spirit which Emerson and Thor- 
eau formulate their pithy apophthegms, utter single truth 
with all possible force and emphasis, regardless other truths 
which should qualify and abate the one just then chosen for 
such undue distinction. Yet some, sure, will have en- 
tered into the spirit rambling talk and will have under- 
stood aright. But let illustrate this point little. 

Very much what call class teaching has view exami- 
nations tests some kind make sure that some satisfactory 
quantum rememberable matter certain time after the 
teaching retained the memory. This especially true 
preparation for college, but hardly less descriptive all the 
rest the teaching our high schools. Observe, please, that 
announce this fact merely fact, offering disparaging 
remarks about teaching with tests and view. Now, all 
this teaching may carried without the contact person- 
ality with personality, and may gregarious teaching. 
examination gets down the substratum the spiritual nature 
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where the personality hides its gains. The examination the 
most superficial and external ritual. Again let say that 
employ these adjectives studio, without passion and 
zeal, simply describing the object which apply them, 
appears tome. And allow that the usual formal teaching 
which carry with tests and marks view collective, 
or, have said, gregarious, and requires contact per- 
sonalities, but chiefly mechanical,—that is, usual, habitual, 
repetitionary. And yet again protest that these words are 
meant convey depreciation. Necessarily our work 
largely mechanical, runs routine, and repeats itself without 
much variation from year year. Nor must understood 
suggesting that there time for meeting personality with 
personality, and time for freighting the memory sharpen- 
ing the wits. That would the height absurdity. All 
teaching necessarily mingles both elements,—that is, teach 
unconsciously with our character,—with that which are, and 
consciously with our skill,—with that which know, know 
how do. 

extreme instance so-called teaching from which the 
personal element wholly lacking, nearly wholly lacking 
the nature things can be, teaching thoroughly 
desiccated and drained all the moistures and humors that 
course through living organisms, will adduce those specialists 
college faculties whose theory teaching this: they will 
lecture, and responsible for presenting their subject logically, 
and the fullness time they will examine and mark; they 
will give the opportunity,—let the learner grasp the opportunity 
will can. This seems pretty crass way putting 
it, but almost quoted from certain professions that have been 
made. You see such professor talks the mass. The only 
time has take cognizance individuals when comes 
read their examination papers, which has take one 
one. plenty professors whose method words 
precisely describe. They are far more numerous than they 
used are usually specialists who are very special, 
and whose knowledge perhaps deep, but certainly narrow. 

extreme instance the teaching which all per- 
sonal,—full the juices must revert the man 
with reference whom began this paper, Colonel Parker. 
Colonel Parker, said then, nothing but himself. Peda- 
gogy cannot swamp him its learned terminology. Whatever 
does says interesting. challenges attention from his 
first word, rather with his smile, which comes before his 
first word. overflowing personality, specialist not 
all. asupervisor, what marvellous power has inoculate 
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corps teachers with his zeal, endow them with his 
insight! You see that course Colonel Parker cannot pos- 
sibly followed examination; yet what teaching have 
our time seen that sank and blended with all the 
faculties our nature? 

have adduced extreme instances make clear 
points. Between the college professor, who scholar but 
teacher, and Colonel Parker, who all teacher but scholar, 
there are vast stretches temperate zone which most 
enjoy such health have. And now perhaps you will let 
reiterate that teaching necessarily implies contact and com- 
mingling personalities, and that the mass not teachable 
entity. 

The presence the colleges above us, with their excessive 
specializing, their examinations and markings, altogether the 
dominant factor among the external influences which are 
subject, and really constitutes danger the schools. The 
schools have business with specializing self-conscious scholars. 
The very word scholarship cannot possibly come into the schools 
bringing with its college connotations. Only favor and 
condescension can the school achievement called scholar- 
ship. And altogether unwholesome the attempt teachers 
the high schools specialize, diminish their points con- 
tact with the youth they have teach. 

meet this college-imitating tendency, have the other 
end the scale very different influence: this public sen- 
timent; the inevitable chafing against rigidity; the essays 
thinkers who catch the prevailing tone and write furtherance 
reasonableness and the growing consciousness 
the public mind that the end humanity service. have 
always been accustomed hearing leadership vaunted the 
proud aim college education. But now are learning 
new watchword. ‘The new watchword service. The col- 
lege youth and the college maid have come feel the meaning 
the motto oblige; whom much given, from 
them shall much required. ‘The high school exists for ser- 
vice, for service individuals, and where most service 
needed, there render most service. The high school does not 
exist for glory,—to win encomiums. the best high school 
organizer and administrator who most succeeds abjuring the 
ambition have the school nice, and from the examination 
point view successful, and who brings most fully into har- 
mony with the stirrings the best sentiment his day. The 
high school teacher must shape all her plans for work, far 
given her so, accordance with the motto, Service 
Humanity. 
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NATURE LESSONS. 


JOHN E. BRADLEY, LL.D. (EX-PRESIDENT ILLINOIS COLLEGE), BOSTON. 


URING the last ten years nature studies some form 

have been widely introduced into the work the lower 
grades the public schools. All the best city systems now 
require them; some they constitute considerable part 
the course. Their introduction has been deemed fortunate. 
Many the most earnest and efficient teachers are enthusiastic 
their support. Superintendents and school boards have 
spared effort expense make them successful. 

yet too soon estimate the results, but already hear 
widespread expressions disappointment, and reaction has 
evidently begun. said that these lessons, extending 
through several grades, overload the course and crowd out 
more legitimate and fundamental work. have called 
question the methods instruction sometimes adopted parents 
have objected some the animals which have been intro- 
duced into the schoolroom for purposes illustration; some 
teachers have taken the work without adequate preparation 
some have been too technical, and not few have attempted 
perform experiments and give object lessons which 
ticable for only the most dexterous manipulators. Reporters 
have given amusing not entirely accurate descriptions 
portions the work and the scenes which they have witnessed. 
already apparent that are save the nature lesson 
must cease fad, and its relation the other work the 
school must clearly determined. the instruction can 
wisely given its scope and aims need understood. 

The place nature lessons the work the school must 
subordinate one. This does not imply that such lessons 
are not valuable, but simply that certain harmony 
tion should preserved between the parts each day’s in- 
struction,—a clear perspective school work which will exclude 
fads and hobbies. The true end and purpose the elementary 
school the development the child; its aim promote his 
intellectual and moral growth, fit him, far may, tor 
living.” this great end the nature lessons, 
properly given, will contribute; not judiciously given, they 
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may, like any other bad teaching, arrest, instead promote, 
development. 


Too many topics have been clamoring for admission our 
courses study. Indeed, about the only comfort one can find 
this widespread encroachment upon the schools the faith 
which evinces the power education. Most the ends 
aimed are good, but the constant danger every school- 
room that the great central purpose for which the school 
exists will subordinated some lesser end. The work 
the teacher designed procure and promote the harmonious 
mental growth his pupils. The means, instrument with 
which works, thought. The child learns think ac- 
quiring the thought others and expressing his own. 
Hence must learn read, listen intelligently, grasp 
clearly and hold firmly compare one statement with 
another and discriminate between them; arouse and apply 
his own thought processes response the thought 
others. Nothing less than this education; too many pupils 
never gain it. 

The child’s capacity express his thoughts must trained. 
Ideas are valuable only they gain utterance. How few 
our young people are able when they leave school give ade- 
quate expression, either voice pen, the limited range 
thought which they possess. this particular, well 
arousing thought, the school ought more than has 
ever done for its pupils. get all the help can from 
the objects nature, always remembering, however, that they 
are valuable means stimulating the thought 
and interest the pupil, contributing his stock ideas and 
his ability express them. 


gentleman recently visited second-grade room 
large school certain city. The teacher was engaged 
giving human body lesson with one the children for 
object. The names and uses the principal organs the 
body were given and explained and then recited concert: 
walk with our feet,” etc., till would have relief 
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have heard one them, like the little boy the Evolu- 
tion Dodd,” exclaim, always that!” Certain 
words, used during the lesson, were then written the board 
and short sentences constructed which they were used. 
Words were occasionally erased and the children were re- 
quired spell them. wrote their slates what they 
had learned from the lesson. The teacher then called atten- 
tion the fact that certain seeds which had been planted 
pots the windows were coming up, and asked the children 
they remembered that last fall several cocoons had been hung 
along one the sides the room. After recalling the 
circumstances and talking about caterpillars butterflies, 
she told them that she was leaving school the previous after- 
noon she had noticed that one the cocoons was beginning 
open, and that when she arrived that morning she had found 
beautiful moth which had come out it. She had placed 
jar, now standing one the window boxes. The 
children then passed round, one row time, and with great 
interest and wonder examined the beautiful moth. After this 
was over the teacher said that they would have their lesson 
birds, and pushed forward little stand which was wire 
box containing little hen. The lesson proved lengthy 
affair, including the spelling words, writing sentences 
the board and exercise the slates. The teacher displayed 
unusual powers manipulation, taking the hen from the box 
and calling the attention the children various interesting 
and curious features, and sitting with the hen lying its back 
her lap while she talked about the adaptation its feet 
clasp round the branch tree and its claws scratch 
the ground. The examination was marvelously minute, 
technical terms were used, the children were interested, and, 
with the exception the mechanical concert drill before re- 
ferred to, there was nothing harmful the children. 
for recess had now arrived, and the visitor took his leave 
after witnessing nature lessons for hour and half, re- 
marked the amount object work. The teacher seemed 
pleased, and replied that this was not all; that right after recess 
they were study cat which had been use during the 
morning one the other rooms. answer question, 


ia 
Baan 
1 
| 
. 


1900. NATURE LESSONS. 


she said that reading, language and number work were all 
the second-grade course, but that she liked 
far she could, the nature lessons. She was very fond 
the nature lessons. 


entering fifth-grade room another city, the same 
visitor found lesson” progress. The blackboard 
one side the room was covered with outline classifica- 
tion the animal kingdom under the four divisions, Radiates, 
Mollusks, Articulates and Vertebrates. the margin the 
board was written, not teacher sat most 
the time her desk and dictated sentences from notebook, 
which the children with many interruptions and inquiries copied 
into their own notebooks. She had her subject the Crusta- 
ceans. She wrote the names various orders crustaceans 
the board, and reminded her class that they belonged the 
division articulates. The terms employed were mostly tech- 
nical. The crabs were dwelt upon, but strictly from ana- 
tomical point view. Crabs differ various ways, was 
stated, especially the form the back, which some 
much longer than broad, and others broader than long, 
and some pointed front into kind Several 
varieties crabs were mentioned and the scientific names given, 
all which the children wrote their books. They were 
mechanical and evinced little interest the teacher. The 
structure crabs was discussed pretty fully, but doubtful 
the children, even their teacher, had any idea how they 
look. curious habits and mode life were not referred 
to, nor were the moulting dropping the shell, the replac- 
ing their legs when they chance get broken, their ways 
seizing their food, nor any the strange and interesting things 
about them. The hermit crab was not mentioned nor the craw- 
fish, which Huxley has written many interesting things. 
The lesson was remarkable for ignoring completely all 
thought interest and adaptation the pupils. better 
example could have been given instruction which destroys 
self-activity and mental growth. 


Bearing mind these two extreme and somewhat typical 
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illustrations bad teaching, let attempt determine the 
place nature lessons school curriculum. 

Their place, has been said, subordinate one. 
They not require much time, and should not take much. 
Fifteen minutes daily, even three times week, sufficient. 
These brief periods, continued throughout most the course, 
will suffice cover all the subjects which necessary 
include the nature lessons below the high school. The les- 
sons must cursory, touching only upon selected points, but 
making these clear and definite, like series pictures. 
Many things appropriate for more mature pupils will 
omitted. The primary object not knowledge natural 
history, much less scientific study botany, geology 
physics. 

The nature lessons should correlated with the other 
work. They should not only subordinate it, but should 
also enrich, enliven and enforce it. They furnish excellent 
material for the language exercises, and strengthen the geog- 
raphy, history and reading. all the grades pupils need con- 
stant and extensive practice writing and talking,—not single 
sentences, but continuous description narration. The nature 
lessons are worth for this purpose alone all they cost time and 
effort, were they other value. many other ways 
will found possible incorporate them incidentally with the 
other work the grade. 

They should interesting, carefully adapted both 
matter and method the capacity the child. They should 
attractive that will look forward them with pleasure 
and anticipation. should strictly oral. 

The teacher’s preparation, the other hand, needs 
painstaking and She must give information which 
will once interesting and useful. The lessons should 
properly related one another, and should constitute pro- 
gressive series covering the facts which she wishes teach. 
Especially should the subjects which she talks about full 
fresh interest herself. When Dr. Arnold was asked why 
spent much time studying subjects with which was 
already familiar, replied: Because wish pupils 
drink from running brook rather than stagnant pool.” 
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Good teaching always implies good study, and nowhere 
more necessary than bright little talk like nature lesson. 
Old acquisitions will not suffice. The subject-matter needs 
fresh and vivid, and its adaptation the capacity the 
children and plan teaching carefully considered. 

error many teachers attempting make the 
nature lessons too scientific, sometimes from wide acquaint- 
ance with science and zeal for its study, and sometimes from 
hasty cram preparing the lessons. teachers are apt 
dry and technical, often presenting the subject simply 

False conceptions thoroughness lead many mistakes. 
judicious plucking flower here and there along the 
paths learning thorough” for the child. cannot learn 
all that known ‘Too much too difficult 
instruction becomes the opposite thoroughness. 

The teacher should appeal the imagination. mistaken 
psychology used teach that the child first perceives, then 
remembers and then and, logically, law this kind 
may hold good. But now know that the complex activ- 
ities which are constantly taking place the child’s mind, 
imagination bears part. enters into his most prosaic 
moods, and flashes out unexpectedly very matter-of-fact 
moments. often blends inextricably with his memory, and 
rules supreme his games and amusements. activity 
unfailing source pleasure. the other hand the reason- 
ing processes required classification are late development, 
and the child act feebly and with reluctance. Such psycho- 
logical facts these need observed all the work 
education; especially are they important nature lessons. 
Why should not the teacher avail herself this bursting exu- 
berance the imagination? Why dwell upon the structure 
animals and plants, and stupefy pupils efforts explain 
the scientific rank crustaceans, when manifold topics relating 
the habits animals and plants will instruct and delight 
them? Even with older pupils these have been the favorite 
themes the great investigators. They were Agassiz’s peculiar 
power, and gave him his fame. Gray wrote his How Plants 
Grow, and his Botany for Young People, because knew 
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the value and the charm such topics; and Chadbourne aston- 
ished his audiences drawing nearly all his illustrations from 
the familiar plants and animals. The teacher who can thus 
connect the nature lesson with what his pupils already know, 
will interest and instruct them. 

Seton Thompson, his Wild Animals Have Known, gives 
hint how many the nature lessons should taught. 
What interesting stories What individuality his 
animals possess! they stand out before us, appeal our 
sympathy and compel our admiration! Incidentally, and al- 
most unconsciously, learn their habits, their nature, the 
traits which really distinguish them and make them what they 
are. learn more about wolves from the story Lobo, and 
more about foxes from the story Scarface and Vixen, ten 
minutes, than many scientific treatise lecture would teach 
hour, for get vivid pictures and learn those things 
which are really characteristic the animals. see them 
their haunts, their sports, their quest food, the trage- 
dies which the life every wild animal ends. not 
discredit science, but rather honor it, when thus wander 
with the children over its hilltops instead digging 
quarries when open them the wonders and beauties and 
glories nature, and teach them observe it, see near 
hand and not far away beyond our reach; when help them 
enjoy and love and prepare them study sympa- 
thetically later life. 

John Burroughs’ books admirably illustrate the best method 
studying nature, and show how her voices and secret 
mysteries may captivate and ennoble childhood. Let the 
teacher bee-hunting with Burroughs; study with him the 
marvellous construction the nests which the birds build and 
the tiny eggs which they lay them. Help the children see 
why some these eggs are white and others speckled like the 
sand, tinted like the grass and reeds which they lie. 
Watch with Burroughs the migration the birds,—that strange 
procession whose advance scarce completed before its return 
begins. Listen their songs; note their joy, their love and 
hate, their wonderful industry. Let him help you see how they 
feed their young, defend them when attacked, and, they 
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are grown, play with them and teach them Indeed, who 
shall say that the best preparation for teaching the lesson 
nature not such familiarity with gained walks 
the fields and woods with Burroughs Thompson for guide? 
least, the rigid didactics genus and species structure 
and growth need largely diluted with facts and incidents 
which will appeal the imagination the child and kindle his 
love and sympathy. 

have seen that education the development the child. 
But are prone forget how large place this develop- 
ment must given the preferences each little one. His 
likes and dislikes make him what to-day and determine 
what will to-morrow. Out the heart are the issues 
life. more important delicate duty devolves upon the 
teacher than mold the tastes and arouse the aspirations 
her pupils. She wisely cultivates their enthusiasm for what- 
ever they like best. She stimulates each germ ambition, 
knowing that will power and the ability honest, earnest 
work are the most valuable acquisitions which her pupils can 
gain school. For these higher ends education there can 
better aid than familiar talks the teacher topics 
drawn from nature and from every-day life. The information 
which they give, and especially the habits observation and 
insight which they cultivate, are valuable, and yet they are 
trifling importance comparison with the deep-seated purpose 
which they help form the hearts the boys and 
purpose get the most and best they can out life putting 
the most and best into it. Such instruction truly educates. 
Thus will pupils catch the spirit which animates every true 
teacher, and grow the gentler virtues less than manly 
strength and with their love nature and their love school 
shall come inspiration study and effort that will enrich 
their lives, and honor the teachers who have helped mold 
them. 
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THE PUBLIC PRESS AND THE PUBLIC SCHOOL. 


PRINCIPAL E. L. COWDRICK, LAWRENCE, KANSAS. 


public press and the public school are the two greatest 

educational factors existence, and civilization in- 
debted them for its most splendid triumphs. Without them 
barbarism would reign supreme over race sunk mental and 
spiritual ignorance and degradation, and condition society 
would result which cannot imagined, much less described. 
The world cannot spare either the press the school, for both 
are carrying its work, and rendering wiser and better. 

Neither these great agencies civilization could its ap- 
pointed task without the aid the other; the press looks the 
school furnish intelligent and appreciative readers, while 
the school under lasting obligations the press for its steady 
support and encouragement the work educating the young 
they will mature into men and women worthy the age and 
the country which they live. 

The debt teachers owe the newspapers and magazines 
the day great, and for the most part the efforts put forth for 
the improvement the schools and the encouragement the 
teachers appreciated full value; for teachers well know 
that the only way which they can gain the public ear 
through the columns the press; and it, also, they look 
seldom vain for defense against the attacks ignorance and 
prejudice,—now, ever, the greatest foes knowledge and 
better doing. 

Again, the press they turn for information upon all 
matters connected with their work, and discover what the 
great public thinking their efforts its behalf. 

The great magazines, Harpers, The Atlantic, The Century, 
The Forum, The North American Review and others, the 
names which are well and favorably known, within the last 
few years have published articles great value all interested 
educational matters, and especially teachers, which cannot 
but aid advancing the standard the profession, they tend 
enlighten the people its needs and possibilities, and give 
them information concerning the many difficulties 
drances under which teachers labor. 
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But valuable these papers are, sometimes one appears 
which should never see the light. The editors these publica- 
tions, the plea that all sides should have hearing, not use 
sufficient judgment deciding what print and what 
with consequence, articles now and then 
appear, some merely weak and inane, others actually hurtful, 
being full false doctrine and impossible theories, which can- 
not but hindrance the cause education. 

Then, too, the cause often injured teachers themselves 
who write effusions which are published too confiding editors, 
under the impression that they must certainly all right, com- 
ing from such source. But even teachers are often unwise 
their advocacy measures, and not show good judgment 
supporting them; then giving utterance radical views 
and urging matters minor importance, the integrity 
the entire educational system depended upon their adoption, the 
public prejudiced against them before has opportunity 
discover whether wants them not. Many good thing has 
been killed its friends. One the most fruitful sources 
injury, however, the tendency some teachers and writers 
upon educational topics run after fads; and, under the 
guise advocating progressive views, obstruct real progress, 
sometimes for years, their ill-timed enthusiasm for things out 
the usual order, whether practicable not. More might 
said upon this phase the subject, but has been treated 
heretofore, and greater length than space could given 
here, will passed with the mere mention.* 

Another class writers who much more harm than the 
ones just mentioned, and who are the hardest reach those 
who disagree with them, are outside the teachers’ ranks, 
they have ever been enrolled therein, have had just enough 
experience know This class may sub-divided 
into two others: writers fiction which supposed repre- 
sent child—especially boy—life, both and out school, and, 
second, the self-constituted critics schools school 
teachers. 

may best treat these separately, other- 
wise there will danger their becoming confused the 
mind the reader. 


See Educational Fads for December, 1896. 
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First order are writers who seem think their mission 
glorify the idle truant the disparagement the genuine, 
studious boy who tries his duty himself, his parents and 
his teachers. The boy who neglects his lessons; who plays 
malicious tricks upon his who gets ahead 
his teacher every possible way; who disregards advice, 
scorns punishment, and despises who runs away from 
school and forges his parent’s name excuses who leads others 
into wrong-doing, and lies out scrapes laying the blame 
upon his less shrewd, or, possibly, more conscientious comrades 
short, the boy totally without principle, who 
bright and possessed some powers leadership, held 
the envious admiration all readers these sensational tales, 
and attracts host imitators among them. these delight- 
ful stories the teacher depicted sour, stern, arbitrary 
pedant, whose chief happiness punishing the 
dren for breaking his unreasonable and absurd rules, and whose 
chief delight find out what his do, 
bid their doing it, ascertain what they not want do, 
and force them it. From the reading this kind trash 
children obtain the idea that teachers are their natural enemies, 
and league against their peace and happiness, instead being 
next their parents the best friends they have the world, 
and doing everything their power promote the true interests 
every child their care. The result that the work the 
teacher government, and the obtaining expected re- 
sults, made much harder, not impossible. 

But some will say that such writings are not found the 
pages respectable that the writers these stories 
are mere penny liners,” who possess little ability and less 
influence, and who gain admittance papers the lowest and 
most sensational character, which are not read respectable 
children, only those whom they can harm because 
fhey cannot made worse. While this assertion may have 
some truth it, the fact remains that these papers have 
much larger circulation than many suppose; they form the 
sole reading hundreds children, who are having their 
characters misformed the abominable stuff them, 
and circulated under the name children’s literature. Besides, 
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this kind reading more common among children re- 
spectable families than generally realized. many cases 
teachers would surprised and dismayed they knew what 
their pupils were the habit reading. Parents, too, are 
often carelessly ignorant criminally careless this all- 
important particular. should general and sys- 
tematic investigation inaugurated teachers and parents; and 
this, carried out should be, would doubtless give the 
cause many things which now seem inexplicable, and would 
child study” carried some purpose, for would aid 
both parents and teachers discovering the hidden springs 
action the children, and thus give them better knowledge 
how advise and guide them. 

Few children are bad that they cannot made worse, 
this kind literature has baneful influence from the lowest 
the highest; contaminates all with its loathsome touch, and 
defiles all with which comes contact. Its influence far- 
reaching and pernicious, and directly responsible for the ruin 
and degradation many children. This phase subject 
should not lightly dismissed from mind, for the evil 
gigantic proportions, and increasing power for bad the 
days are going by. parent, every teacher, short, 
every person who has the interest the children heart, 
should join crusade against the circulation literature 
the character described. Stamp them out and there will 
more children school and fewer reform schools and houses 
correction; more the way good citizenship and fewer 
the road reformatories and penitentiaries; and, finally, 
the work both teachers and parents made easier, 
pleasanter and more and the results obtained much 
more satisfactory. 

But not these publications alone which tend weaken 
the influence and authority those who are responsible for the 
care and training children, for some the high-class maga- 
zines have recently been publishing stories which, their 
moral, lack it, are not accord with the work either 
parents teachers, nor the true interests children. And 
this the more discouraging, for our great magazines 
that look for all that good the line magazine litera- 
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ture, and expect them leaders the educational thought 
the day. Asarule they are more than expect them; 
hence all the greater disappointment when they seem, 
even small degree, over the enemy. 

But may better give concrete instead abstract illus- 
trations what meant; so, explicit: Maga- 
zine has been publishing, recently, series stories William 
Allen White,—the series now form the The Court 
Boyville,—the teachings which are not friendly constituted 
authority, nor their influence upon young minds such will 
approved teachers and parents. The stories are bright, 
sparkling, very entertaining, and show remarkable knowledge 
boy nature, and skill depicting the trials and the conflicts, 
the aims and ambitions, the struggles and the triumphs 
boy’s heart. Every teacher and every parent should read this 
book, for makes study it, reads thoughtfully and 
the lines,” cannot but helped thereby the 
management the boys under his care, whether parent 
teacher. Whence, then, comes the harm? The harm 
found the fact that boys, especially young boys, are great 
imitators. Now, the heroes The Court Boyville are not 
boys whom any parent teacher would wish his children 
take model, yet their practices are held for the admira- 
tion boys general, and will attract host imitators. 
The recreations these boys cannot deemed praiseworthy, 
and their fondness for the woods and for the river far exceeds 
their sense duty their parents their teachers; any 
place better than the schoolroom, and evenings the streets, 
alleys and back lots are preferable their homes. Such 
lessons are too easily learned now, and not need any 
further impressed upon young minds. false doctrine that 
taught, and one pernicious the extreme, that boys should 
left free follow out their own impulses, and where 
their own untrained and unrestrained natures lead them. Yet 
the author arouses the sympathy his readers such moral 
delinquents are found, not only these stories, but every 
community—a terror the neighbors and the bane the 
teacher’s existence; while those who try what well- 
behaved boy should be, regular attendance school, re- 
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spectful and obedient parents and teachers, who act 
decent way, and wear decent clothes, are held for the 
ridicule all beholders. any wonder that many boys are 
actually afraid good and act civilized way? Many 
teacher has had his difficulties doubled such teachings 
are found these stories. One said the holidays, 
was thinking giving boys read, but 
decided not it, for feared the influence the Boyville’ 
stories”; and many, when urging boy something 
which knew was right, have received the answer, The boys 
ing, ridicule actual coercion, lead boys into disobedience and 
hypocrisy, are vaunted true specimens boy nature. 

However, William Allen White not the only offender. 
Stephen Crane publishing Magazine series 
Whilomville Stories, which, though but weak imitation 
White’s Court Boyville, are full the same faults, but 
are not fascinating, being characterized inanity, and 
times coarseness. one this series that essential and 
too often neglected work Friday afternoon exercises 
they were formerly styled; the word now—is 
held ridicule, the woes the pupils and the unreason- 
ableness and arrogance the teacher being brought out with 
exaggerated effect, that even parents, reading the fears 
and terrors the unhappy children, cannot help but influ- 
enced such one-sided testimony, and will more apt 
side with the children when they declare that they cannot take 
part such exercises, and that there good them. 
Thus the teacher’s work made that much more difficult; for 
the parents sympathize with their children and encourage them 
consider the teacher tyrant, they will become almost 
impossible manage this particular. 

But not much harm done this way brought about 
some: self-constituted critics, who assume speak with 
authority, even they have never taught school for arid 
especially this true when the critic happens occupy the 
editorial chair journal, which regarded the end 
authority large number people, part whom are 
patrons the public schools. 
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Something over year ago article, somewhat hysterical 
style, appeared the Home under the 
sensational caption, The Modern Murder the Innocents.” 
was written Mrs. Lew Wallace, the wife the author 
Ben Hur. this article teachers and school authorities 
general are made out nineteenth-century Herods. fact 
they out-Herod Herod, for killed the innocents Bethlehem 
immediately, and did not slaughter them slow degrees, 
causing them drag out weary lives physical and 
torture, the schools to-day, according Mrs. Wallace. 
This article attracted more attention than its merits—or de- 
merits—warranted, which goes prove that publications 
this kind more harm when given the world under 
famous name, and the pages supposedly reputable maga- 
zine, than generally supposed. 

recent number the same journal the editor, Mr. 
Edward Bok, has filled page with terrible arraignment 
American parents, and the same connection American 
schools political article, one expansion, written 
such intemperate style and with such extravagant use 
adjectives, could gain admittance into the columns 
some the journals, perhaps, but certainly 
where else; yet both these articles were given place re- 
spectable magazine,—one which claims cause its readers 
entertained, amused, and instructed, even does not 
them think.” 

National Crime the Feet American Parents” 
even more hurtful than the article written Mrs. Lew Wal- 
lace, for the author occupies responsible position, and not 
being, even indirectly, connected with the schools, should speak 
from fair and unprejudiced standpoint. editor public 
teacher, and leads the thought his readers upon all discus- 
sion questions general interest upon which the people 
wish enlightened. man takes magazine and reads 
editorial upon something which too busy investigate 
for himself, and, thinking that the writer has gone over the 
ground carefully and knows whereof speaks, 
opinion influenced toward the views expressed. Hence 
easily seen how careful editorial writer should 
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expressing opinions, and how sure should that they have 
good foundation upon which rest. has moral right 
blind,” and directly responsible for misleading those who look 
him for guidance. Yet all this seemingly not realized 
Mr. Bok, for his utterances the case referred are full 
misconceptions, misrepresentations and absurdities. 
could but realize the vast amount ignorance displayed it, 
well extravagant statements, whose only excuse that 
they were written with knowledge schoolroom methods 
and practices, and comprehension appreciation the 
teacher and his work, would hesitate for some time before 
allowed himself again betrayed into like blunder. 

was not irritating would amusing note the calm 
assumption authority with which Mr. Bok lays down the 
law teachers and parents regarding child nature and its 
needs and limitations. One ignorant the fact would natu- 
rally conclude that the writer was man experienced teach- 
ing, one who had had the management children for years, 
and who had, perhaps, raised family his own, did not in- 
ternal evidence forbid such deduction, and force the conclu- 
sion that could have spoken from other knowledge than 
his own vivid recollections early childhood. 

Some the questions which assumes settle are those 
upon which the most profound students child study differ, 
and the problems which solves are among the most abstruse 
pedagogics, which are still being discussed the best edu- 
cators the country, and are far from settlement. 

After reading such article you will turn one written 
Mean Educational Methods,” Mrs. Helen Sterrett, 
Chicago, for February, some the articles 
written Hon. Wm. Harris, you will see, more clearly 
than can write, the vast difference between those who speak 
from profound knowledge the subjects pertaining edu- 
cational matters and those who not. 

Fearing that the conclusions found above may thought 
unwarranted, beg leave submit the following from Mr. 
many extravagant statements found 
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therein. says that during the fall term the present school 
year, five cities the country more than 16,000 children 
were removed from the schools because their nervous systems 
were wrecked.” this statement true, what must the appall- 
ing number removed from school the whole country for the 
same cause! Consider for make short mental 
calculation, before you accept true such charge against the 
parents and teachers our land,—for both are equally blame, 
such the fact. 

If, after long time, the public school system murder- 
ing the innocents,” Mrs. Wallace says, and most 
unintelligent and cruel all our American institutions,” caus- 
ing the health more than fifty thousand year” shat- 
tered over-study, Mr. Bok declares, there longer 
any excuse for its existence; the sooner abolished the bet- 
ter, for this modern Minotaur feeds upon, not fourteen young 
men and women yearly, but upon the tender bodies hun- 
dred thousand children, ruining them mentally and 
causing them untold suffering long life lasts. The true 
meaning the old myth has last been found; does not 
refer the liquor traffic, some think, but the public school 
system to-day—that is, the statements and the 
derived therefrom the aforesaid authorities are 
accepted. 

The wide circulation given these articles the public press, 
the amount comment they excited, from not only educational 
publications but from the daily paper well, somewhat 
disconcerting fact, for goes prove that the general public 
needs educating, far the schools are concerned. the 
public, generally, knew the real facts the case, such effusions 
would attract very little attention, and that they attract 
much notice sad commentary upon the indifference and 
actual negligence the people touching things which 
their interest fully informed. 


Teachers are not unappreciative the work the public 
press furthering the great cause which both are deeply 
concerned, but they have suffered much from irresponsible 
and ignorant writers, that they feel that time enter pro- 
test, and ask that editors and publishers exercise more care, 
and see that papers are printed upon educational topics 
save those which bear the marks truth and calm judgment. 
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RUSKIN’S EDUCATIONAL VIEWS. 


E. A. KNAPP, PH.D., KALAMAZOO, MICH, 


HILE John Ruskin’s position educator subordi- 

nate, means insignificant. What said and 
did for education closely bound with his teaching upon art 
and social economics. While much misinterpretation him 
persists, brief review his relations man ideas may 
not amiss. 

There was never any wall division between Ruskin’s work 
for art and his efforts for the social welfare. estimate 
his work can just which fails comprehend the remarkable 
unity purpose that ordered the long endeavor his life. 
the common notion that performed for score years 
commendably useful service for art, and thereafter lost himself 
the labyrinth political problems—all his later endeavor 
being index intellectual aberration. But whoever, keep- 
ing mind the movements and character the Victorian age, 
reads the writings the Oxford Graduate” previous his 
thirty-first year—the two earlier volumes Modern Painters, 
The Stones Venice and The Seven Lamps Architecture— 
knows that had acquainted with Coleridge, 
Wordsworth and Carlyle, and, consequently, had put aside 
Aristotle and Locke, his early inspirers, and that through his 
growing knowledge these new teachers came into larger 
sympathy with their idealistic interpretation man’s duty 
himself and his relation his man does not 
long magnify his own soul and the importance realizing the 
imperative command his own individuality, without thinking 
like command imperative for other men also, and feeling 
incumbent himself aid them their upward striving. 
Hence the endeavor Maurice, Arnold and Ruskin diffuse 
culture. The aim the latter’s teaching upon art was, not 
how draw objects with pretty pains, but how see and feel 
the beauty things. judged art the ends subserves 
the lives men,—the power the spiritual the artist’s 
creation ennoble the beholder. This the interpretation 
art which the idealists his generation have made familiar. 
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Consonant with them, holds the canon that art can address 
only that which capable understanding the new 
direction given feeling, and carrying out. Indeed, for 
him, for Wordsworth, feeling necessary fullness 
edge; yet not sentimentalist philosophy, and the 
term its popular sense assuredly misnomer applied 
him. The essential effect true art, said, cannot 
explained: art the whole man; you have the inmost soul 
the artist his creative work; great art exponent 
the soul the artist, never precept. Nay, his idealism 
becomes ecstatic the assertion that the artist’s power lies 
his losing consciousness his own existence, letting himself 
passive witness and mirror truth and scribe visions.” 

Ruskin’s ideal view art and his interpretation the 
terms life consists with his general teaching. addresses 
his writings upon art the public who are buying pictures, 
approving them, and building houses, rather than the artists, 
though has messages for them also. The earlier his writ- 
ings upon art subjects are awake the social need the time. 
Before the Chartists shook England out her slumber uttered 
his uneasy consciousness that, while all the lower creatures are 
comely their completeness, man alone bears the 
stamp various degradation.” was the tone and teaching 
the first volume Modern Painters that stirred Miss Octavia 
Hill her work and biased the achievement her life. The 
essay the Nature Gothic pointed out new road 
William Morris; its seminal thought social 

Many time you have exulted over them [the perfectly 
finished ornaments your English room], and thought how 
great England was, because her slightest work was done 
thoroughly. Alas! rightly these perfectnesses are signs 
slavery our England thousand times more bitter and 
more degrading than that the scourged African helot 
Greek. Men may beaten, chained, tormented, yoked like 
cattle, slaughtered like summer flies, and yet remain one 
sense, and the best sense, free. But smother their souls: 
within them, blight and hew into rotting pollards the sucking 
branches their human intelligence, make the flesh and skin 
which, after the worm’s work it, see God, into leathern 
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thongs yoke machinery with,—this slave-masters 
indeed; and there might more freedom England, though 
her feudal lightest words were worth men’s lives, and 
though the blood the vexed husbandman dropped the fur- 
rows her fields, than there while the animation her mul- 
titudes sent like fuel feed the factory smoke, and the 
strength them given daily wasted into the fineness 
web, racked into the exactness line.” 

Ruskin formulated system either for the student art 
the social reformer. suggests Emerson power vivid 
apprehension, and, like the American seer, believed that 
opinions were living they must capable nourishment, 
therefore change. freely acknowledged his altered 
views, interpreting them growth, like the change tree, 
vital and necessary. never arrived Carlyle’s clearness 
upon the finite realization infinity,” and thought German 
metaphysics but fine-spun cobwebs; yet not less distinctly than 
the most ardent transcendentalist them all, did interpret 
the mind man the mirror the mind God, and the only 
source man’s knowledge the Divine; and outran them 
immediate, persistent and these newly 
found principles behalf suffering, joyless humanity. 
would substitute for the man who but animated tool the 
man-thinking thus, except for the sake preserving record 
great works, would never encourage imitation copying 
any kind. Few idealists his generation were untiring 
proclaiming the right all men think and their duty 
think aright, saying that the disease England was rather 
incapacity thought than corruption the moral nature. 
The more studied his nation’s miseries the more clearly 
believed them the childishness unthinking people. 
Right thought and right work from workingmen would cure 
the national ills. Carlyle, Ruskin and Emerson agreed the 
idealistic belief that themselves men ever bear the possibility 
betterment; that reform the individual from that 
man’s duty his fellow-man requires him remove obstacles 
from the path the less fortunate, afford him love and trust, 
only mother-milk any man’s soul,” and restore his 
original good inheritance removing habits and conditions 
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which involve perpetual degeneracy the individual and the 


race. Get man’s right work out him and the economic 
problem solved. These two ordinances were basal principles 
his social effort: That every good work for 
his bread, and, secondly, That every man shall have good 
bread for his added these the idealistic 
doctrine that the wealth nations consists substance, not 
ciphers, and the strength nations their quality life. 
With the Brook Farmers and kindred idealists Ruskin found 
remedy for national ills restriction possession and greater 
simplicity life, combined with the highest attainable refine- 
ment temper and thought.” founding the Guild Saint 
George sought demonstrate the rational organization 
country life, independent that cities. 

The schools this guild were most dear their founder. 
They aimed point out that education not knowledge, not 
erudition, but advancement life, leading human souls 
what best and making what best out them”; You 
not educate man telling him what knew not, but 
making him what was not.” educator thus becomes 
discerner men. 

Some—who not fraternize with idealists—have called the 
guild Quixotic, but the student education, while finds 
some practices its schools criticise adversely, meets sug- 
gestion and stimulus there abundantly rewarding his attention. 
Ruskin’s educational views harmonize with his interpretation 
art and social relations, and not fundamentally differ from 
the primary principles the idealists, generally, whose 
minds education process development the human soul, 
primarily moral, secondarily but his conception 
the equality men departs radically from his transcen- 
dental relation, insisting that the native gifts men differ es- 
sentially character and degree, and maintaining that the 
child born with absolutely defined capacity which 
amount training can increase. Children exhibit, asserts, 
infinite difference original nature and capacity, even 
their purest; according the conditions round them that 
their natures must expand remain contracted. his 
injunction not waste pains dull boys, but what un- 
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spoiled stuff can find let the master cut the best shapes there 
room for. warns the teacher against the continued neg- 
lect which suffers the most splendid material child-nature 
wander about the streets till becomes essentially bad before 
interest aroused it. 

Adaptation the pupil given studies important con- 
sideration the schools Saint George’s Guild. Some pupils 
are apt one study, some another; for one man who 
fitted for the study words, fifty are fitted for the study 
The required curriculum, therefore, chiefly con- 
cerned with morals, which subjects, applied conduct, every 
child may pursue successfully. The professed object the 
school was teach every pupil what admire, what hope 
for and what love. continual kindness, precept and ex- 
ample, the members the school are trained into perfect ex- 
ercise and kingly continence their bodies and 
transcendental idealist apprehended that there are three things 
man ought know,—who is, where going, and what 
would best under the circumstances his being and his 
destiny the author Modern Painters took identical ground, 
adding, however, that men’s proper business 
themselves and the existing state things far either are 
marred mendable.” 

Educate, urged, the lower classes and all classes, pro- 
vided that the education have definite respect each man’s 
peculiar gifts and work. shall not succeed making the 
peasant’s opinion good evidence the merits given ex- 
ample classic art; yet may make art means him 
helpful pleasure and serviceable knowledge. sum edu- 
cation the fitting man his work well and glad 
and glad justly.” Work itself has redemptive educa- 
tional character, even the roughest work having this quality 
for rough and rude men. Keep the collier collier’s work, 
and his general character and intelligence will course time 
improved the utmost point which they are capable.” 
Nevertheless, the ideal state requires community labor, the 
educated sharing their thoughts with the uneducated and taking 
certain part their labors. Intellectual education should 
free air all, but compulsory for none; all must receive 
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instruction the laws virtue and honor,—by force they 
will not choose it. 

cannot separate Ruskin’s educational experiment from 
the Guild which founded, and whose organization the 
school was chief part. Believing that England had yet 
bitter cup drink the dregs the poverty the poor, 
speech children reared the streets, and the 
misery and degradation the manufacturing centers, therefore 
gathered model colony where pure air and water were 
abundant, praying all the while that the work might done 
any unmodelled place way, that done, and that 
anybody take the work only that accomplished. The 
school was be, not reformatory, but source remedy 
place where that should taught with proper emphasis 
which was entirely wanting these children’s lives. Healthy 
habits were the staple their education. Hence the 
founder left out the curriculum three R’s” and every 
suggestion competition gain, and put their places 
garden-plot and playground, beehive, laboratory and library, 
and all possible exercise study out door. Since prizes 
and honors foster spirit competition, they were forbidden. 
The first provision was for the nobler the soul. 
The pupils were perform enough manual labor earn their 
food, and during the rest the day seek after things other 
than meat and drink.” much Ruskin might lend his 
hand revolt other directions, conduct exacted obe- 
dience bonds and laws. Wide liberty choice and adapta- 
tion intellectual studies was granted the pupils; but what 
relates the physical body, morals and the political estate, 
they were under strict regulations. That desirable make 
universal for Englishmen the manner education which Plato 
held fit for Greek gentleman, one may hesitate affirm. 
But who shall set limits the benefits possible through gen- 
eral discipline studies tending and obedience? 
not fear that, getting and spending, lay waste our 
powers? 

Ruskin’s suggestions the practical work education de- 
serve recognition. Geography one subject which are 


but now after many years overtaking his instruction. 
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posed that diagrams railways and the numerous commercial 
towns along their routes left Bradshaw and maps for 
counting-houses, and that proper physical and historical maps 
substituted. kept better pace with his advice 
providing our schools with libraries and reading rooms wholly 
apart from disturbing sounds. One the earliest and strictest 
lessons taught the children was how turn the pages their 
literary treasures lightly and deliberately; and another was 
admiration for creatures. Every Companion the Guild sub- 
scribed for himself, and so, for the children, this article 
the regulations: will not kill hurt any living creature 
needlessly, nor destroy any beautiful thing; but will strive 
save and comfort all gentle life and guard and perfect all natu- 
ral beauty upon the earth.” The founder’s method was, far 
applicable, one exclusion: child should not see read 


what not worth seeing reading. his efforts place 
art works within the reach the poorest classes exercised 
like restriction, shutting out what addresses depraved tastes shut- 
ting out, also, what has only average excellence, the ground 
that monotonous average destroys the natural powers atten- 
tion. educator has oftener more emphatically observed 
how the sub-conscious impression which the child gathers from 
its surroundings affects the faculties emotion. 
Nor has any other teacher wisely concerned himself with 
victory which the weak.” Most awake the 
victory the strong; few have any message for the youth who 
neither resists nor truly obeys, for the dull followers good 
who hide their best hardihood till fades for lack sunshine, 
and act disdain purpose, till all purpose vain.” 

That the founder this Guild school should recognize class- 
distinction has been adversely criticised. But far less 
aristocrat than seems. his idealism desired 
deep-rooted democracy,—deeper than the world has yet ex- 
perienced—nothing less than ideal national life, which 
every Englishman, while possessing the conditions progress, 
should follow his distinct employment, whether baker farmer, 
happy and noble, shunning advancement from the occupations 
the parent from rank rank, and having his chief 
object not from condition admitted dis- 
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graceful, but fulfillment duty which shall also birth- 
right.” 

What Ruskin said thirty years ago his own university 
the direction forward movement may offer suggestion 
toward the solution our own complex problem. Conceding 
that some practice the lower arts might added the cur- 
riculum its studies, declared that vitally necessary 
extend the spirit university education the lower schools,— 
the institutes Agriculture, Mercantile Seamanship, and the 
like, which the special subject might taught perfectly, and 
also those faculties culture trained which may properly 
joined with that labor profession. The School Agricul- 
ture should have’ its fully-equipped departments zodlogy, 
botany and chemistry the School Metal Work its splendid 
institutes chemistry and mineralogy, and ethical and 
imaginative literature.” The subjects the practical schools 
are not crowded into the University scheme studies; 
but the University maintain its peculiar character semi- 
nary all knowledge, whence goes forth power competent 
stimulate and direct the lower schools and inspire the national 
life. reconstruct our American University the interest 
learning,—which practically synonymous with the Gradu- 
ate department—we can only extending the University 
spirit downward, and, binding the training and practice schools 
more closely the University center, still such sense 
relation that these lower schools cease popularly consid- 
goal. 

not much the variety educational themes that com- 
mands our attention Ruskin’s writings the number 
presentations old subjects. Often his suggestions are 
tillant, lacking elucidation any sort. 

Our generation too near Ruskin’s own for estimate 
him justly, occupying our very nearness that mid- 
dle height which magnifies defects and wants the vision pro- 
phetic. much easier see that great man’s work 
which already decadent than foresee that which have 
not yet overtaken. 


‘ 


EDITORIAL. 

HAT pity that great and good men grow old and 
such men Mark Hopkins, Phillips Brooks, Richard Storrs, 
and Henry Longfellow could only live full strength for 

thousand years what vast amount good they would accomplish. 
Thoughts like these arise see—as saw to-day—Edward Everett 
Hale, with bowed form, slowly and laboriously crawling long 
flight stairs which few years ago would have taken two 
think Henry Barnard laid low death after many 
years great usefulness. 


EDITORIAL. 


MONG the excellent ideas suggested the new educational 
spirit that developing the school grounds the aid the 
pupils, under suitable direction. The value artistically laid- 
out and attractive school yards fully recognized. The idea naturally 
follows teaching the pupils the work, and giving them 
practical insight into the processes nature, and conception the 
principles landscape gardening that will real value after 
years themselves and society. One untidy, thriftless place 
well-kept and pretty neighborhood often blot upon the landscape, 
eyesore all who pass by. Efforts correct such unfortu- 
nate state things usually fail because the slack owner has grown 
with conception the value neatness and order. This should 
imparted early life. school premises, scientifically laid out 
and developed the children themselves, are distinctly educational 
and desirable. 


BOOKER WASHINGTON, principal the Normal 

and Industrial School Tuskegee, Ala., has scored another 
triumph dealing with the educational and public affairs 

his own far our recollection serves, his school was the 

first its kind which corps colored teachers were able 

dwell together And anybody who has attended the 

winter conventions the leading public men that race, will appre- 

ciate the remark Mr. Washington the close the two days’ and 

nights’ crowded convention eolored business men recently held 


that, during its entire session, there had not been even point 
order raised, although the thermometer, all the while, was raging 
sight 100 degrees. This tendency disorder public affairs 
race characteristic,” but simply history repeating all the 
way from the beginning. appears law the evolution 


4 
‘ 
4 


118 EDUCATION. [October, 


highly civilized out uncivilized condition society, that the 
first batch superior, even educated, brilliant and often prodigiously 
interesting people both sexes that emerges from the great slough 
barbarism below, should be, all public affairs, the most discordant, 
unmanageable, impracticable and therefore dangerous crowd 
ever produced from that stock. From the famous leaders the 
little Greek cities, who attempted govern constituency half slaves, 
the terrible crowd that figured the Reign Terror the French 
Revolution, down through the recent development republican states- 
manship the Philippines Aguinaldo, with serious hintings simi- 
lar our new West Indian possessions, phenomenon 
has been marked,—that the first educated class any people finds 
almost impossible steer itself, not say the masses that look 
it, into any haven public safety. rare merit Mr. Washing- 
ton the possession not only strong executive force, but that 
decisive habit which makes its way great permanent success, clear- 
ing the path obstacles goes on. Since 1883 has steadily 
built his great institution Tuskegee the lines solid Eng- 
lish schooling connection with industrial training, the face 
most provoking and unfriendly criticism from the large contingent 
both races who cannot understand that all true education last finds 
its way the finger ends, and ultimates itself something done 
better way than ever before. was admirable stroke policy 
bring Boston several hundred colored men and women who have 
succeeded various industrial ventures, the verdict their own 
and ask them stand up, plain man and woman fashion, 
and tell how they had done without complaining anybody, 
denouncing any party, church class, but simply showing the road 
along which they had walked honorable success life. This 
the bottom fact the career any people that gains assured 
foothold and maintains itself valuable element national life. 
The real race problem’’ with the negro this: while every other 
people has risen from condition slavery subjugation often more 
terrible than his, its rise has been, large extent, the result its 


_own struggle, through years conflict, always holding some- 


thing has gained, until through period revolution has crossed 
Jordan and come into possession its promised land. The American 
negro, distinction from this process, has been conveyed from the 
depths barbarism and paganism, less than three hundred years, 
the highest earthly privilege, American citizenship, through con- 
dition where was never harried the three furies the prayer- 
book,—Sword, Pestilence and Famine—but, the contrary, found his 
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house bondage school all the childlike virtues, crowned with 
high school course where learned work and acquire the lan- 
guage and religion civilized country, with all the aspirations 
American citizenship. But the tragedy to-day is, that all this 
came from his condition without, that emancipation 1865 found 
him race children, and ten years later five million children try- 
ing play the mighty game governing eleven great rebellious 
Anglo-Saxon American States. Now, the merit Washington 
that tells his people they must begin again the beginning; 
cease become burden any community; support themselves, 
all other races are compelled do; meanwhile putting all the edu- 
cation possible, until, called it, they can fight their way all 
the opportunities and rights republican society. What man 
has done, man may The spectacle the two days’ gathering 
successful business men and women Parker Memorial Hall, Boston, 
was mighty hope all the reasonable friends, and warning, not 
mistaken, all hostile faint-hearted enemies, that due time, 
under such leadership, the solution the American race problem will 
found also demonstration that the Gospel the Mount 
the most practical discourse public policy ever launched upon the 
tide time. 


act abolishing the city training school, which for the past 
twenty-five years has been one the most conspicuous features 

the excellent public schools the city Cincinnati, Ohio, 
and the proposed reliance the city university for the future training 
teachers, brings question which was certain arise the 
administration this most original feature our municipal school- 
keeping. That the city training school for teachers, first illustrated 
the State Normal School Oswego, New York, and from this 
point developed, thirty years ago, through the Central and Western, 
and later through the New England States, has been incalculable 
benefit, indeed indispensable the welfare the graded school 
system those cities, although stoutly denied eccentric quarters 
accepted the great body superior public school men and 
women the country. would have been absolutely impossible 
have developed the present graded school system our American 
cities such teachers could furnished the old-time academy, 
college any sort school the ground generation ago. The 
enterprise Doctor Sheldon Oswego generation ago, was one 
the original and most valuable new departures our present scheme 
American common school education. multiplication state 
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normal schools, the establishment chairs pedagogy colleges 
and universities, can supply the demand number and quality for 
competent instructors these great hives population, where the 
every nationality, race, religion, social strata and pre- 
vious condition’’ are gathered trained together school 
that itself miniature American republic. But every new ex- 
periment, however excellent inception general usefulness, 


moves dogged its own shadow, and requires periodical investi- 
gation, readjustment, and ever more careful adaptation local needs. 
already apparent that the city training school has suffered chiefly 
for lack care selecting its student material; with the evils that 
always wait upon this fundamental failure the working any 
improved method The habit supplying the teaching 
force great city from the graduates its own public schools 
perilous opportunity great numbers families, not the more 
cultivated superior sort, force their daughters especially into 
profitable and permanent position, often with income greater than 
can realized the labor all its other While the 
ambition become public, school-teacher certainly laudable, and 
should never witholden from the humblest family, less true 
that, more and more, feel the necessity our city school-keeping 
that combination character, scholarship and genuine social 
culture which perhaps the rarest outcome our democratic order 
society. But the pressure this direction, almost every city, 
has compelled the public school authorities admit the girl graduates 
the high school with but little examination beyond their diplomas, 
and often with small regard the physical health and mental, moral 
and social characteristics which alone should justify any young woman 
choosing this most difficult and responsible profession teacher. 
From this cause these schools have been swarmed upon multitudes 
students, too often the pecuniary need the person family 
being the only qualification for the work. even more difficult 
purge city training school incompetents than any other grade 
the system. the numbers graduated have often been far 
greater than the places filled, and the normal committee and 
the school board finds itself state siege increasing army 
applicants and their friends, under great temptation pull 
wires’’ and secure position for the applicant all 
may have been that this condition affairs was the chief reason for 
the abolition the once famous training school Cincinnati. But 
the evil found everywhere; and the cure will worse than the 
disease adopted the policy our cities. far, the establish- 
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ment chairs pedagogy, even the universities, has been dis- 
appointment; and neither the college nor the State normal school 
can relied take the place the city training school. But 
already evident that the lines must drawn more strictly the 
admission possible that through the entire high 
school course, there can observation pupils their teachers 
and the school authorities that will great value selecting the 
fit candidates for admission the training school. The number ad- 
mitted should much smaller than present; for almost 
impossible convince graduate that the city which has given her 
such education only wealthy family can afford private 
school, not bound support her teacher until marriage, 
through the remainder her life. shall not accept the extreme 
criticism this valuable feature our city school system, which 
read much, especially the magazines and reviews which 
seem given over the educational fault-finders and cranks 
high degree. shall not permit our new expert superintendents 
cut and slash will, even the risk out the life blood 
their desperate essays But shall not continue 
make the city training school wide-open door for the multitudes 
girl graduates search the means living, with without 
the qualifications for success, public school teachers. 


EDUCATIONAL FACTS FOR TO-DAY. 


NDER the direction Prof. Butler, Columbia Univer- 
sity, two substantial volumes Education the United States 
were prepared for this country’s exhibit the Paris Exposition. 

From Dr. Wm. Harris’s monograph Elementary Education 
cull the following interesting and valuable facts—the latest official 
statement the subject. 

The number pupils all the schools the United States the 
latest figures are 16,687,643. After deducting for all those private 
parochial schools, the schools art and business, defectives and 
Indians, and all higher institutions learning, there are left 
pupils the public elementary and high schools; which num- 
ber 459,813 are the latter. Here increase over two hundred 
per cent twenty-eight years from the 7,000,000 pupils 1870. 

Expenses our public-school system have more than kept pace 
with this rapid increase viz., from 63,000,000 199,000,- 
per annum. This far outruns increase population that, 
whereas the expense per capita 1870 was $1.64, 1898 had 
risen Two factors accounting part for this are some in- 
crease length the school term, and increase percentage 
enrollment from less than seventeen more than twenty. But more 
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important factors are decided increase teachers’ salaries, expert 
supervision and better buildings and apparatus. 

Now, about one half the school population are within reach 
graded schools. The pupils average nearly one thousand days 
schooling apiece, which certainly fit them fairly for the 
duties life. The percentage enrollment the Southern States 
considerably excess the Northern States (over one sixth), 
which due the much larger proportion children the South. 

Dr. Harris shows that are rapidly becoming reading nation; 
and this will surely away with partisan politics and sectional strife. 
May so! 

surprising how small proportion the children get beyond 
the grammar school; only one twenty, and but one fourth these 
get into college. 

The first normal school was started Lexington, 1839. has 
since been moved Framingham, Mass. There are now 167 the 
country, enrolling 46,245; and 178 private normals, with 21,293 stu- 
dents. These graduate 10,000 year, which about one fourth 
the young teachers needed. But the normal schools grow the 
next twenty years the past two decades, the number graduates 
will about meet the demands. our population grows urban, and 
our teachers are better trained, much larger number pupils get 
the benefit and feel the stimulus graded schools, and are making far 
more rapid progress than fifty years ago. 

Dr. Harris places great stress upon the Regularity, punctuality, 
silence and conformity order—military obtains 
large and well-graded school. The pupil feels the pressure num- 
bers, finds and takes his place, and seldom needs punished. 

The graded school mighty agency the side good order. 
breaks the feuds, often long existent, between the inhabitants 
different precincts reduces the criminal population, 
educates and uplifts our youth. The illiterate population sends eight 
times its quota jails.’’ This true and very suggestive statement. 

The Government has aided the States establishing public schools 
numerous grants land, aggregating, since 1785, total 
78,659,439 acres, valued about Also $25,000 year 
donated each Agricultural college and $15,000 each their 
experiment stations. Besides these the Government supports the mili- 
tary school West Point and the naval academy 
1867 the National Bureau Education was established, which has 
over 350 separate volumes and pamphlets, and doing 
incalculable amount good, especially during the last decade, under 
the inspiring leadership Dr. Harris, who ably assisted nearly 
half hundred experts. shame that the self-sacrificing and 
indefatigable worker the head this important department—the 
greatest educational mind America, not the world, now living 
receive beggarly salary for the great ren- 
dering his country. And certainly should reimbursed for every 
dollar his private means which has generously used eke out 
the all too meager appropriations for his department. 
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most the States education compulsory for least twelve 
weeks the year (and from that forty) for each child, for seven 
eight years. Massachusetts the time between seven and fourteen 
years age; Maine eight fifteen; New Hampshire and Con- 
necticut eight sixteen, and the same New York and Pennsylvania. 

Each State has Superintendent Public Instruction (the title 
varies somewhat different States). Two these 1899 were 
women. city superintendents there are eight hundred and thirty- 
six, whom eighteen were women; while about three thousand 
county superintendents thirty-five the States, two hundred and 
fifty-six are women. 

The salaries our great army teachers and superintendents for 
the year 1897-98 aggregated $123,809,412. This was 63.8 per 
cent all the money spent for the Pacific Slope 
the average salary per month was $58.59 for men and 50.92 for 
women. But the South Atlantic States was only $31.21 for men 
and trifle more) $31.45 for women. 

The average length the school year for the whole country 143.1 
days. The range very considerable from 98.6 days some the 
Southern States 174.5 the North Atlantic. 

Coeducation obtains about per cent the elementary schools, 
two thirds the private schools, and per cent the colleges and 
universities. 

The returns from eighty-two the most important cities the 
country show that (ten years ago) the average child was spending 
seventy-seven hours year spelling, one hundred and fifty read- 
ing, sixty geography, one hundred and fifty arithmetic, thirty- 
eight grammar, and half much history. Dr. Harris says: 
other nation gives much time arithmetic.’’ 

have great reason proud our schools. They were never 
well organized, and, taking wide survey, efficient now. 
1647 the General Court Massachusetts ordered that ery town- 
ship the nvmber fifty households shall appoint one within 
their town teach all such children shall resort him write and 
think the members that court would satisfied could 
they see what now being done educate the young. 

This subject was dear the heart homas Jefferson. 1818, 
then old man, wrote: system general instruction which 
shall reach every description our citizens, from the richest the 
poorest, was earliest, shall the latest all the public 
concerns which shall permit myself take How 
would rejoice see this day. 

And Daniel Webster once said: apprehend danger our 
country from foreign foe. fear that they (the people) may 
place too implicit confidence their public servants, and fail properly 
scrutinize their conduct. Make them intelligent and they will 
vigilant; give them the means detecting the wrong, and they 
will apply the remedy.’ 

Certainly the means are hands, and the remedy being 


applied. 
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THE EDUCATIONAL CONGRESSES PARIS. 


ANNA TOLMAN SMITH, DELEGATE THE CONGRESS PRIMARY EDUCATION. 


Educational Congresses connection with the Paris Expo- 
sition were held Sorbonne, which afforded ample space 
for the various sections, even when two three distinct con- 
gresses overlapped each other time. The section meetings were 
assigned class rooms; office and waiting rooms were conveniently 
hand and plainly indicated; and the amphitheater, with its noble 
statues and beautiful mural painting, afforded ideal place for the 
general sessions. congresses secondary and primary educa- 
tion were specially characterized the presence and active partici- 
pation women the proceedings. Their prepared papers were 
admirable form and substance; they were ready debate, and 
commanded both attention and the spirit manifested 
toward them was striking contrast with the scant courtesy extended 
the few women delegates the Congresses 1889, and the 
change must regarded one the most significant signs 
profound change the sentiment Frenchmen, least, those 
most prominent scholastic circles. 

would impossible comprise single review one’s im- 
pressions the several Congresses, even the separate sections 
the same Congress. general, may said, that the international 
character was less marked than the Chic: igo Congresses 1893, 
and was almost entirely wanting the Congress primary educa- 
tion. The statement may seem strange when considered that this 
Congress was organized Jost, one the most genial and distin- 
guished schoolmen France, and well known everywhere 
countries. Jost could not give international character his 
program would seem be, one speaker asserted, because educa- 
tion has international certainly true France that 
the questions paramount interest regard primary instruction 
are peculiar the national system and conditions. This indicated 
the five topics which formed the basis for the division the Con- 
gress into many These were: (1) training 
work and domestic economy, which, was remarked Mme. 
Kergomard, who presided over the section, depends great part 
the happiness, union and dignity families”; (2) regularity 
school attendance; (3) moral instruction; (4) and curriculum 
the superior primary schools; (5) auxiliary agencies for the prolonga- 
tion formal popular lectures, adult courses, etc. 

The order business was substantially the same all the sections. 
brief address welcome, with formal announcements the part 
the presiding officer, was followed the presentation care- 
fully prepared paper the main topic. This formed the basis 
debate, which was always lively even the point disorder; for 
debate the French, both men and women, are almost irrepressible. 
They speak two and three time without apparently annoying 
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each other confusing the chairman, who readily catches the drift 
each, and interposes the critical moment give the parole’’ 
the one who seems have the winning argument; the others sub- 
side, and order reigns till vote reached, when the excitement rises 
again. foreigner has strain every nerve keep with the cross 
firing, but the most cordial good humor prevails, and hot opponents. 
will walk their arms around each other like schoolboy chums. 

the questions proposed the second the important, and 
naturally excited the most intense discussion. was exposed 
condition upon which French statistics usually throw light. 
has long been evident from the official reports that practically all the 
children school age are enrolled school instructed some 
measure, but the average attendance never given impossible 
even guess what amount schooling this fact implies. From 
statements made the Congress, and the very agreement the 
necessity reform this particular, two things were evident: first, 
that the compulsory law poorly enforced many communes; 
second, that the attendance committees are 
little account. the absence statistics there was real 
measure the irregular non-attendance, but its reality was ad- 
mitted, and the force the discussion was expended the means 
correcting the The opinion was expressed that the compulsory 
law should itself strengthened, but this point was not embodied 
resolution. The main resolutions carried were, that the communal 
funds aid poor children should continued, and that school 
council representative men, the fathers families, should 
formed each commune look particularly after the children 
school age and continue their supervision after the school period. 
proposition raise thirteen years the age for obtaining the pri- 
mary school certificate was rejected. was resolved that candidate 
for this certificate, which exempts the holder from farther school 
attendance, should least complete his twelfth year October 
the year which comes for the examination. The proposition 
make this certificate requisite for certain State and Municipal 
offices for which other certificate demanded was rejected. 

The section the Congress which was assigned the discussion 
the higher primary schools was greatly exercised over the question 
the relation these schools the recognized secondary schools. 
was the opinion some that the certificate the higher primaries 
should passport for admission certain branches the public 
service, thus conforming some measure the bachelor’s degree 
but this opinion did not prevail. was resolved rather that these 
schools should retain their technical character, and should not re- 
garded the rivals the classical schools. This opinion accords 
with the notions the artisan classes, who, unlike the wealthy bour- 
geois, demand that their children shall trained for industrial careers, 
and show little appreciation general liberal culture. 

the whole, the section discussions were strictly limited the 
topics announced, and were exceedingly practical and lucid. was 
the general sessions that the spirit exalted enthusiasm which 
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pervades and unites the entire corps primary school teachers and 
officers was manifest. was peculiarly the opening session, 
which was held the grand amphitheatre the Sorbonne, under 
the presidency Gréard, Vice Rector the Academy Paris 
since 1870. Gréard ideal man for such position, 
noble and dignified presence and most scholarly style address, 
the platform beside him were the delegates the Ministry,—M. 
Bayet, Director of*Primary Instruction, and Jacoulet, General 
spector, together with noble body foreign delegates conspicu- 
ous among whom was Harris. The the 
occasion was that Bayet, who combines remarkable de- 
gree the lucidity and the fervid sentiment which make the charm 
French oratory. has also the advantage clear, ringing voice 
which carries every word the heart his audience. 

Space any extended notice the Congress secondary 
education, which was less animated, and therefore interesting 
the casual observer than the Congress primary education, but upon 
reflection certainly appears not less significant. The members 
secondary education have not that consciousness grand mission, 
the creation new society, which inspires the army primary 
school workers. The former are restrained the sense old 
order which they fear disturb, and they can never quite abandon 
themselves the thought the new, even though seen 
inevitable. spite the restraint, the Congress secondary edu- 
cation was not wanting signs the new life which working 
the Republic. was seen the deference paid the women dele- 
gates, who ably set forth the new conceptions liberal education 
that have been worked out the /ycées for girls, and was shown 
further the candid recognition the fact that the superior pri- 
mary schools are looming rivals the old secondaries. is, 
however, difficult for university man France break away from 
the traditional notions class education, and contemplate 
unified and progressive process. There was noticeable disposition 
the part this Congress avoid radical considerations, and play, 
were, with the social bearings their problem, with subordi- 
nate details curricula and administration. 

The most suggestive paper presented was that Max Leclerc, 
the Social Réle Secondary man more famil- 
iar than with the various European aspects this problem, and 
none more able discriminate between them. 
says, dream the convention, establish the continuity 
superior, secondary and primary education, that public sys- 
tem from base summit, still, after century, The 
three teaching grades, like three distinct personalities, remain 
rated veritable barriers.’’ 

sifmmed his theme question that led pro- 
longed discussion, namely, how establish equilibrium between 
social demands and the resources offered secondary 
This consideration which more likely fruitful practical 
experiments than pertinent resolutions, and the Congress could 
little more than affirm the need such adjustments. 
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readers who may wish it, the publishers will send, postpaid 
receipt the price, any book reviewed these columns, 


History ENGLAND. Larned. With topical analyses, research 
questions and bibliographical notes Homer Lewis. Larned’s History for 
Ready Reference and Topical Reading well-known work which has made 
name for itself the scholarly world. The author’s fitness produce prac- 
tical book for the schools English history has been amply demonstrated. 
The effort made tell with essential clearness the principal events two 
thousand years history, showing the growth English constitutional govern- 
ment with its extension over vast empire British dependencies throughout 
the world. course, covering period time, and vast terri- 
tory, all that possible name events and their causes, individuals and their 
careers far they were especially significant and directly connected with 
world interests. This has been skillfully done, however, and the book far 
from being dry narrative bare facts. well indexed and handsomely 
illustrated. will doubtless make place for itself among the more popular 
English histories for school and academic use. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin 


Co. 


OUTLINE ENGLISH AND AMERICAN LITERATURE, Chas. Johnson, 
Litt.D., Professor English Literature Trinity College, notable work 
and distinct contribution the study literature. the author has 
been compress into one book the minimum literature with which every 
young person should familiar, designing the book for use text-book 
during one year’s study. The historic method study has been adopted, and 
each chapter contains brief survey those changes and events social develop- 
ment which have produced great effects upon literature. Dr. Johnson’s style 
bright and lucid; honest his opiniors, and sets forth his estimate 
author’s work with candor and faithfulness. New York: American Book 
Company. 


Macmiilan’s Latin Series has been added edited 
John Edmund Barss, Latin Master the Hotchkiss School. The editor’s aim 
has been provide good working edition Nepos for the second year 
Latin students,” and has given twenty Lives, the first twelve which full 
commentary given; the remaining are edited with footnotes for sight reading. 
specially prepared vocabulary covers the whole text. The editor has intro- 
duced several novel methods into his text-book, all with one aim—the develop- 
ment power read Latin and render into good English. The book 
model good taste makeup, paper, binding, etc. profusely illustrated. 
New York Macmillan Company. 


WorK AND the compact title little book Dr. John Bradley, 
Ex-President Illinois College, containing twelve thoughtful, suggestive and 
readable talks with students subjects like these: Student Life, Intellectual 
Growth, Work, Play, Health, Habit, Unconscious Education, Reserve Power, 
Castles Spain and What Education? These are wise, helpful words which 
will students good wherever read. Boston: The Pilgrim Press. Price, 


i 


128 EDUCATION. 


INTRODUCTION ZooLoGy. Guide the Study Animals, for the use 
Secondary Schools. Charles Benedict Davenport, Ph.D., and Gertrude 
Crotty Davenport, B.S. The aim this volume give the student who 
not professional zoologist, but rather busy man affairs, such 
knowledge the birds, beasts and plants that will actually meet with from 
day day will interest him and give him food for thought and reflection. 
remarked that interest nature powerful agent making men more 
moral, more capable appreciating the world they live ia, and finding sat- 
isfaction living.” The most essential things such study are here clearly 
set forth. The book embellished over three hundred choice illustrations. 
New York: The Macmillan Co. Price, $1.10. 


SPANISH VERB, Lieut. Peter Traub, First Cavalry, Assistant 
language that present attracting attention colleges. 
introduction contains exhaustive treatise the pronunciation the Spanish 
Language, and pronunciation and the verb are prime factors the study 
Spanish this book valuable contribution the schools. Wherever Spanish 
taught the schools this book needed coadjutor. New York: American 


Book Company. 


Ph.D. find this book queer but fascinating mixture literature, common 
sense and nonsense. reminds one treatise bringing children written 
bachelor. The historical and literary matter excellent, but when 
comes killing buffalo bugs” filling the floor cracks with kerosene and 
laying tarred roofing paper underneath the carpets beg excused, and 
would ask the author she ever tried it? Nevertheless, the patient reader will 
find many practical subjects practically treated. intended supple- 
mentary reader, but good book give the housewife. New York: The 
Macmillan Company. Price, cents. 


How School Speaker. Townsend Southwick. This. 
book furnishes valuable instruction speaking, together with many well-chosen 
selections from English and American authors. the outcome practical 
experience teaching and will answer useful purpose. New York: The 
American Book Company. Price, $1.00. 


PERIODICALS. 


The Companion never grows old. read many grown-up people began 
take their youth and continue the wholesome habit old age. helpful 
any home.— The Review Reviews special value these stirring times the close the 
century. While having positive and definite opinions its own, markedly fair both sides 
all public Education has been changed form, bulk and scope. appeals 
now all who are interested any phase art. artistic The 
Love Two the taking title story the October Ting 
Fang presents Plea for Fair Treatment,” behalf his countrymen, the Century. 
Briggs writes tothe readers The Atlantic Monthly some old-fashioned doubts about 
new-fashioned Magazine interesting and readable ever. one 
the best the lighter Success attaining large circulation, and greatly im- 
proved form and matter. The publishers are bound prove the old saying, that nothing 
succeeds like 


